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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR By Gary Robert Buchanan

Winter Season Brings Activity

Dur ing the months of No vem ber, De cem ber, and Jan u ary we of the In -
ter na tional Com mu nity of Christ have been quite ac tive. For ex am ple, 
we have ob served the Christ mas-Epiph any vigil and all at ten dant ac -

tiv i ties dur ing the Yule tide sea son, par tic i pated in a great many ec u men i cal and
in ter faith events, many of which we planned and fa cil i tated our selves, and we
have ini ti ated sev eral forms of out reach in volv ing many of us here at The Church
in travel throughout the region and abroad.

The lit urgy alone has gen er ated a great deal of the work dur ing the win ter sea -
son with The Church hold ing no less than ninety-plus ser vices and as sem blies of
mem bers, these along with reg u larly sched uled work crews and spe cial team pro -
jects. The “boxed” list ings of these ser vices are of ten over looked by read ers, but
they in clude ser vices on Sat ur day morn ings in the Cha pel of the Holy Child,
Wednes day noon com mu nions in that Cha pel, Pannuches meal rites on Sat ur -
day eve nings — twice each sea son, Fri day morn ing ser vices in the Cha pel of the
Roses at Steam boat Pri ory, sec ond ser vices at se lect churches each Sunday at
Red Rock Con se crated Sanc tu ary, and Sunday Sun rise Di vine Ser vices also at
the Sanc tu ary. Of course, there must be added to those list ings the additional
special services that also take place.

For tu nately this year we have not had too many snow storms and icy streets,
which might have ne ces si tated can cel la tions or made trav el ing dif fi cult; and so,
our an nual Christ mas-Epiph any vigil was well-at tended each morn ing for two
weeks with Sun rise Di vine Ser vices held at the Church of New Epiphany.

In ter faith and ec u men i cal events were also ex ten sive, these along with the on -
go ing chap laincy pro gram at St. Mary’s Hos pi tal, nu mer ous lun cheons, or di na -
tions, in stal la tions, me mo ri als, and the like. Read ers might also like to know that
the Chan cel lery staff has been work ing hard on out reach pro jects, ad ver tis ing,
pub li ca tions, web sites — the works, with weekly meet ings and con tin u ing en roll -
ment of stu dents in the Jamilian Uni ver sity of the Or dained. In ad di tion, work
and im prove ments never cease at Steam boat Hot Springs Heal ing Cen ter & Spa,
at Bishopstead, and at the Sanc tu ary. A spe cial ar ti cle in re gard to the Sanctuary
water project is also presented in this issue.

An other fea ture is an ar ti cle sub mit ted by Consociate Bill Bart lett. Rev er end
Bart lett of fers much in sight on our Sec ond Ad vent re li gious teach ings and those
of Bud dhism and Hin du ism, for ex am ple. In ad di tion to be ing head of the Ne -
vada Bud dhist com mu nity, Bart lett also leads the afore men tioned Chap laincy
Program at St. Mary’s.

In terms of travel: Head Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr. trav eled to Las Ve gas where
he at tended a le gal sem i nar; Car di nal Bishop Sean Savoy at tended a con fer ence
at Berke ley on be half of the AEF&OSC; I at tended the Third An nual In ter na -
tional Sound Heal ing Concference in Santa Fe held in No vem ber; and, in Jan u -
ary my wife, the Rev er end Amanda Bu chanan, and I met with a group of
de sign ers and re search ers in Mar ti nez, Cal i for nia, to dis cuss the new sound, light, 
and color heal ing tech nol o gies we are de sign ing, build ing, and hop ing to in stall at 
the Heal ing Cen ter. That tech nol ogy was re vealed in my re cent book pub lished
by The Mu sic Guild, and a re view of SONA: Heal ing with Wave Front BIOresonance
by the Right Rev er end Ileana Isfan is this issue’s  “Insight” Book Review.

Thus we con tinue to be blessed by the Light and are grate ful that our mem bers 
here and around the globe re main de voted and strong in fol low ing and help ing to 
dis sem i nate the Teach ings of Light, es pe cially dur ing these hard eco nomic times. 
@

http://www.communityofchrist.org
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Church Cel e brates 28th Christ mas-Epiph any Season
Com mu nity Observes Ser vices and Events During Days of Spe cial Blessing

Dur ing the win ter sea son the
res i dent con gre ga tion, min is -
ters, and vis it ing Consociates

ob served the tra di tional thir teen-day
vigi l  of  the 2008–2009 Christ  -
mas-Epiph any cy cle. Daily Sun rise Di -
vine Ser vices were held at the Church
of New Epiph any at Red Rock Con se -
crated Sanc tu ary along with other ob -
ser vances and pri vate cel e bra tions held 
in the Cha pel of the Holy Child and at
the Rectory-Abbey.

The “Twelve Days of Christ mas”
cy cle be gan on Christ mas Day, Thurs -
day, De cem ber 25, 2008, and con tin -
ued through the morn ing of Tues day,
Jan u ary 6, 2009. On Christ mas Day,
fol low ing that morn ing’s Sun rise Di -
vine Ser vice at Red Rock Con se crated
Sanc tu ary, a pub lic com mu nion ser -
vice was held in the Cha pel of the Holy
Child at 11:00 AM.  The Right Rev er -
end Gene Savoy, Jr. of fi ci ated, as sisted
by the Right Rev er end Sean Savoy as
scrip ture reader, the Right Rev er end
Roger Weld as lector, the Right Rev er -

end Ileana Isfan as can tor, and the
Right Reverend Rebecca Willis as
reader. 

On Sunday, De cem ber 28, and
Sunday, Jan u ary 4, sec ond ser vices
were also sched uled at the open-air
Sanc tu ary Churches of the Chris tian
Churches, End Times, Races of Man,

and New Cov e nant. Reg u larly sched -
uled ser vices in the Cha pel of the Holy
Child on Sat ur days and Wednes days
and the Fri day morn ing com mu nion in 
the Cha pel of the Roses at Steam boat
Hot Springs were also observed.

Of fi ci at ing each morn ing at the
Church of New Epiph any was the
Right Rev er end Gene Savoy, Jr., ac -
com pa nied by the Right Rev er end
Sean Savoy, and the Can ons of The
Church as sist ing in as signed ro ta tion.
Mu sic for all ser vices was pro vided by
the Jamilian Handbell Choir, di rected
by the Right Rev er end Gary Bu chanan 
on key board, and with the Right Rev -
er end Eliz a beth Reece playing harp.

Each year the Christ mas-Epiph any
sea son is a pe riod of high de vo tion for
all those pres ent at ser vices and is al -
ways blessed with spe cial so lar man i -
fes ta tions, as re corded in the Proph ecy
of the New Cov e nant, and within
which are de scribed sim i lar man i fes ta -
tions in 1980, 1981, and 1982. The
1980 oc cur rence is re counted in that
book as follows:

“On that day, when all had gath ered
Con tin ued on next page

The sun ris ing at the Sanc tu ary on Jan u ary 3, the tenth day of the Christmans-Epiph any vigil.
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The Jamilian Hand-Bell Choir ac com pa nied the lit urgy of the di vine ser vice at the Church of New
Epiph any dur ing the twelve-day vigil of the Sec ond Ad vent Christ mas-Epiph any Sea son. From left to
right: Rhys An drews and Amanda Bu chanan, Eliz a beth Reece on Harp, Mi chael Spohn, Jon a than
Kanzelmeyer, Ma rie Walters, and Mi chael McIntyre play ing bells, and Mu sic Di rec tor Gary Bu -
chanan at the key board.
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Con tin ued on next page

at the Sanc tu ary, they had ob served a
dis play of bril liant light while the sun
as sumed strange and won drous shapes. 
All had ob served the trans for ma tion of
the sun into geo met ric con fig u ra tions:
from a cir cle to a square, to a shape of
six sides and then to one of eight sides,
and, fi nally, to a pinched or tre foil fig -
ure, a clo ver-leaf of three lobes pro -
gress ing to a four-lobed shape. The
eyes of the be hold ers filled with awe at
this phe nom e non. And they de scribed
the event as the Sun of Epiph any, for
this was the handiwork of God.”

The fi nal proph ecy given in that
same text ex plains, in part, the sig nif i -
cance of the “Sun of Epiph any.”

The Annual Children’s Tea

This year’s an nual Chil dren’s Tea was
hosted at Bishopstead on Sunday, Jan -
u ary 3, 2009, at 3:00 PM. As is tra di -
tional within The Church of the Sec ond 
Ad vent, the event be gan with a prayer
and bless ing over the chil dren and their 
par ents and guard ians in at ten dance.
Of fi ci at ing was the Right Rev er end
Ileana Isfan, as sisted by the Right Rev -
er end Eliz a beth Reece. Fol low ing
com mu nion and anoint ing with the
aspergillus (sprin kling in stru ment), all
chil dren as sem bled in the Rec tory-Ab -
bey’s din ing room for tea and sand -
wiches. The re past was then fol lowed
by the an nual break ing of the piñata
and the later disassembling of the
gingerbread house.

Santa Visits on Epiphany Eve

On the eve ning of Mon day, Jan u ary 5,
2009, Epiph any Eve was cel e brated at
the Rec tory-Ab bey on Car mel. The an -
nual event in cluded the light ing of the
Can dles of Re mem brance ac com pa -
nied by the mu sic of the As sem bly,
played on the pi ano and harp by the
Right Rev er ends Gary Bu chanan and
Eliz a beth Reece, re spec tively; a wel -
come de liv ered by the host, the Right
Rev er end Gene Savoy, Jr.; the sing ing
of “Grant Life unto Me” as all in at ten -
dance held hands; the an nual Epiph -
any Eve ban quet; and the tra di tional
visit and be stow ing of gifts by Santa
Claus and his rein deer. A large num ber 
of min is ters, families, and friends were
in attendance. 

As is the cus tom, just af ter din ner the 
youn ger chil dren are es corted upstair
to bed rooms to await the sound of the
jin gling bells and foot clops of Santa’s
rein deer, in di cat ing his im mi nent ar -
rival. Upon hear ing these sounds, the
chil dren are led out onto the in te rior
bal cony over look ing the liv ing room,
where they can see Santa car ry ing in
his bags of good ies and plac ing them
be fore the large fire place. Just as the fi -
nal bags are emp tied, all the chil dren
cheer and voice their good-byes to the
jolly old elf. Fol low ing Santa’s de par -

ture, they then all rush down stairs to
receive their presents. 

The Passing of Jamil
Remembered, January 29-30

On the eve ning of Jan u ary 29, 2009, at
7:00 PM, the vigil of the pass ing of
Jamil the Child Christ was ob served
with the an nual ser vice held in the Cha -
pel of the Holy Child. The vigil was ini -
ti ated on this same eve ning in 2008,
and is fol lowed with a Sun rise Di vine
Ser vice the next morn ing at the Church 
of New Epiph any, Red Rock Con se -
crated Sanc tu ary. As re counted in the
book Jamil: The Child Christ, the Child
of Light and Mes sen ger of God re -
turned to the Worlds of Light at mid -
night, Jan u ary 29–30, 1962, in Yungay,
Peru. The new ser vice serves as a me -
mo rial to The Child’s pass ing and con -
forms with the cy cles in her ent within
the Sa cred Cal en dar of the Sec ond Ad -
vent Church. Of fi ci at ing was the Right
Rev er end Gene Savoy, Jr., as sisted by
the Right Rev er end Sean Savoy. Mu sic 
di rec tor, the Right Rev er end Gary
Buchanan, accompanied the service at
the organ.

Pannuches Observed

Dur ing the win ter of 2008–2009, Sat ur -
day eve ning Pannuches meal rites were 

CALENDAR Fom pre vi ous page

A gin ger bread chapel built for the chil dren
dur ing the Christ mas-Epiph any sea son.
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“With God’s Ap pear ance in the
Spir i tual Sun, the hu man spe cies has
ac cess to Cre ative Pow ers. These Pow -
ers, when put to use by the spirit, al low
hu mans to tran scend the ma te rial uni -
verse which is un der go ing change, and
to pen e trate the spir i tual uni verse. As
the ma te rial sun that sup ports all bi o -
log i cal life feeds the brain and ner vous
sys tem, so the Spir i tual Sun sup ports all 
spir i tual life and feeds the spirit and its
con scious life. Man is more than a bi o -
log i cal spe cies in con tact with mu ta ble
life forces; he is the bearer of the hu -
man spirit, and the spirit has the po ten -
tial to com mu ni cate with Di vine
In tel li gence which shapes and molds
Spiritual Consciousness.”

The Right Rev er end Eliz a beth Reece tunes her
harp in prep a ra tion for sun rise ser vice.
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FEATURE STORY

ob served in the Cha pel of the Holy
Child on No vem ber 8 and De cem ber
27, the 44th and 45th ob ser vances, re -
spec tively. Each Sat ur day eve ning ser -
vice was of fi ci ated by the Head Bishop, 
Gene Savoy, Jr., and fol lowed the next
morn ing with Ju bi lee Sun rise Di vine
Ser vices at the Church of New Epiph -
any at Red Rock Con se crated Sanc tu -

ary. On No vem ber 8 Bishop Savoy was 
as sisted by Car di nal Bishop Sean
Savoy, and on De cem ber 27 by both
Car di nal Bishop Savoy and the Right
Rev er end Ileana Isfan. The ad di tion of
Rev. Isfan ini ti ated a new cus tom in the
Church; i.e., that of rec og niz ing the Or -
der of the Matriarchs during the
Pannuches meal rites. @

CALENDAR from pre vi ous page

Pipe line to Trans form Desert into Oasis
Con struc tion Pro vides Foun da tion for Fu ture Pro jects

The Build ing and Main te nance
De part ment be gan con struc -
tion in Au gust on a ma jor pipe -

line that will bring much-needed wa ter
across the south Sanc tu ary of Proph -
ecy. An nounced by the Right Rev er -
end Gene Savoy, Jr. in the spring, the
pro ject aims to put The Church’s sub -
stan tial wa ter rights to ben e fi cial use, a
re quire ment of Ne vada’s complex
water laws.

“The Com mu nity’s fu ture plans at
the Sanc tu ary rely on the suc cess of this 
im por tant ad di tion to our in fra struc -
ture. By mak ing this in vest ment now,
we are guar an tee ing that fu ture gen er a -
tions will ben e fit by our fore sight. In so
do ing, we con tinue to safe guard a valu -
able as set of The Church, which has
been main tained over the past three
de cades as a foun da tion of things to
come,” the Head Overseer said.

The Church’s wa ter rights are valu -
able and nec es sary for the Sanc tu ary’s
de vel op ment. “Quite sim ply, with out
wa ter, we can not build. This wa ter is
the ba sis for all hous ing, com mu nity
cen ters, churches, shrines, groves, gar -
dens and land scap ing we en vi sion for
the fu ture – far and near,” Bishop
Savoy said.

The pipe line will serve as a ma jor ar -
tery for the Sanc tu ary, ca pa ble of pro -
vid ing fresh desert wa ter for both ma jor 
and mi nor im prove ments.

Un der the di rec tion of the Right

Rev er end Pe ter Foust, with tech ni cal
and other as sis tance from the Rev er -
ends Ted Staver, Herman Aggenbach,
and Reano Castell, the pro ject, which
was orig i nally slated to be gin ear lier in
the year, was de layed slightly while
com po nents of the fi nal de sign were
mod i fied and im proved. The wa ter dis -
tri bu tion sys tem will bring ap prox i -
mately 17.144 mil lion gal lons of
ground wa ter an nu ally from a well off
of Argonaut Way to the Sanc tu ary’s
main stor age tank near the Chap ter
House and Ca the dral Church of the
Amer i cas, a dis tance of almost three
quarters of a mile. 

Rev er end Foust ex plained, “Our
first plan was to put in one large pump
to take the wa ter up to the Chap ter
House tank. But the in crease in el e va -
tion – 500 feet – gen er ates pres sure that
is hard to work with. The cost for the
sys tem would also be more ex pen sive.
So we de cided to break the line into
three pres sure zones, with wa ter tanks
and booster pumps along the way. To
run the pumps, we’re in stall ing elec tri -
cal lines which will also serve the up per
Sanc tu ary.” The elec tri cal plan, de -
signed by the Rev er end Aggenbach,
will eas ily be able to be con verted to
green power, tak ing the Sanctuary off
the power grid. 

With the as sis tance of a wa ter plan -
ning ex pert, the pro ject plan has been
fully doc u mented for com pli ance with
state re quire ments. Rev er end Foust,
ex press ing his ap pre ci a tion to those
who have con trib uted to ward and sup -
ported the pro ject, said, “Thank you for 
all your fan tas tic sup port. Come and
visit your water project any time!” @

The Rev er end Ted Staver op er at ing a bull dozer to dig a trench for the new wa ter pipe line at the Red
Rock Con se crated Sanc tu ary with Steve Larson as sist ing.
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Con tin ued on next page

SPECTRUM

Ecumenical & Interfaith

ORDINATION EVENT

The In ter faith Com mu nity was in vited
to at tend the Or di na tion and In stal la -
tion of Neal Terrence An der son in the
Great Room of the Uni tar ian Uni ver -
sal ist Fel low ship of North ern Ne vada
(UUFNN) in Reno, on Sunday, No -
vem ber 9, at 6:00 PM. Head Bishop
Gene Savoy, Jr. rep re sented The
Church and the Ne vada Clergy As so ci -
a tion. Clergy were in vited to par tic i -
pate by vesting and processing.

TRINITY EPISCOPAL
WELCOMES NEW RECTOR

Mem bers of the In ter faith Clergy were
in vited to at tend the in stal la tion of
Stefani Schatz as the new Rec tor of
Trin ity Epis co pal Church in Reno on
Sat ur day, No vem ber 15, 2008, at 5:00
PM. 

Head Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr. at -
tended on be half of The Church of the
Sec ond Ad vent and par tic i pated in the
in ter faith por tion of the ser vice by pre -
sent ing Rev er end Schatz with a book of 

in ter faith prayers. He also at tended the
re cep tion following.

ANNUAL INTERFAITH
THANKSGIVING SERVICE

On Wednes day, No vem ber 26, 2008,
at 7:30 PM, the An nual In ter faith
Thanksgiving Eve Ser vice was held at
The Church of Lat ter-Day Saints
(Stake 1095) in Reno. 

At tend ing on be half of The Church
were Head Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr., the
Rev er end Bill Bartlet, the Right Rev er -
ends Rob ert Petrovich, Eliz a beth
Reece,  and Sean Savoy, Syl via
Ontaneda-Bernales, and the Rev er end
Barbara Whitney.

Gene Savoy, Jr. and Bill Bart lett
helped plan and host the event. Savoy
gave a read ing from the Dead Sea
Scrolls (Thanksgiving Hymns), and
Bart lett rep re sented the Bud dhist tra di -
tion with a read ing.

BISHOP ATTENDS SCHOOL
EVENT

On Thurs day morn ing, De cem ber 18,
2008, Head Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr. at -
tended a pro gram pre sented at Reno’s
Roy Gomm El e men tary School en ti -
tled “The Twelve Days of Christ mas.”

Andean Explorers Foundation
& Ocean Sailing Club

Sean Savoy, pres i dent of the An dean
Ex plor ers Foun da tion & Ocean Sail ing 
Club, at tended the 49th an nual meet -
ing of the In sti tute of An dean Stud ies in 
Berke ley, Cal i for nia, held Jan u ary 9
and 10. This is the sec ond IAS meet ing
that Pres i dent Savoy has attended.

IAS  was the vi sion of John H. Rowe
(1918–2004), Amer i can an thro pol o gist 
and ar chae ol o gist, who founded it in
1960. As stip u lated by the ar ti cles of in -
cor po ra tion, the pri mary pur pose of
the In sti tute is “… to or ga nize, spon sor, 
and as sist field, mu seum and li brary re -
search and study in ar chae ol ogy, his -
tory, lin guis tics, eth nol ogy and bi ol ogy
of the na tive peo ples of Co lom bia, and
of that area of South Amer ica which
was for merly the Inca Em pire, and
which pres ently com prises north west -
ern Ar gen tina, north ern Chile, and the
coun tries of Ec ua dor, Peru and Bolivia; 
to pub lish a jour nal and is sue other sun -
dry pub li ca tions re port ing the re sults of 
such re search; to spon sor meet ings and 
con fer ences for the pur pose of dis cus -
sion of results of such research and the
problems pertaining thereto.”

IAS holds its an nual meet ing in
early Jan u ary in on cam pus at the Uni -
ver sity of Cal i for nia at Berke ley, and
pub lishes a jour nal, YawpaPacha, ded i -
cated to the study of the An dean past.
The In sti tute has no con nec tion to the
Uni ver sity of Cal i for nia or any other
agency of the gov ern ment of the
United States. The In sti tute of An dean
Stud ies is  an in de pend ent,
not-for-profit organization.

This year’s meet ing is the sec ond
such gath er ing that Pres i dent Savoy
has at tended. While in Berke ley, he
had the op por tu nity to meet with col -
leagues in An dean stud ies such as
Amer i can ex plorer Vince Lee, an thro -
pol o gist Douglas Sharon, Brit ish re -
searcher Keith Muscutt ,
archaeo-as tron o mer Ber nard Bell and
oth ers. Also pres ent at the meet ing was
AEF&OSC med al ist Penelope Ber liner 
of New York and un der wa ter

documentarian and AEF&OSC as so ci -
ate Haig Jacobs, orig i nally of England
but now of the United States.

Hindu leader Rajan Zed (left) and The Right Rev er end Gene Savoy, Jr. (right) at tend a re cep tion for
The Rev er end Stefani Schatz (cen ter) fol low ing her in stal la tion as rec tor of Trin ity Epis co pal Church.
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SPEC TRUM from pre vi ous page

SUNDAY DI VINE
SER VICES

RED ROCK
CON SE CRATED

SANC TU ARY

Of fi ci at ing Min is ter
The Right Rev er end

Gene Savoy, Jr.

Concelebrating Min is ter

The Right Rev er end Sean Savoy

As sist ing Can ons#

The Right Rev er ends
Reano Castell, Carol Ann Crabb,

Pe ter Foust, Ileana Isfan,
Rob ert Petrovich, and Roger Weld

Mu sic Di rec tor-Canon

The Right Rev er end
Gary Bu chanan

2008–09 Church Time*

Nov.   2 (NSH)
  9+ New Epiph any 6:45
16 New Epiph any 6:53
23 New Epiph any 7:01
30 New Epiph any 7:08

Dec.   7 New Epiph any 7:15
14 New Epiph any 7:21
21 New Epiph any 7:25
28+ New Epiph any 7:27

Jan.   4 New Epiph any 7:28
11 New Epiph any 7:27
18 New Epiph any 7:25
25 New Epiph any 7:21

* Indicates service time, not sunrise time.

+ Jubilee following Pannuches Meal

++Bishop Sean Savoy officiated in place of
Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr.

# Assigned Canons of The Church assist in 
rotation at the Communion Table with the
Head Bishop and Cardinal Bishop

(NSH)= No Services Held. Services were
suspended on this date due to inclement
weather.

Con tin ued on next page

The first grade teach ers of Halla and
Zoe Wand-Mansfield, Mrs. Will and
Voorhees, asked if Bishop Savoy
would make a pre sen ta tion to the class
on The Twelve Days of Christ mas as
cel e brated in the Church of the Sec ond
Ad vent. Savoy had pre vi ously made a
sim i lar pre sen ta tion when his daugh -
ter, Sonya, was in the same class in
2004.

RECEPTION FOR HINDU
LEADER RAJAN ZED

On Wednes day, Jan u ary 7, 2009, at
3:00 PM, a lun cheon hon or ing north -
ern Ne vada Hindu leader Rajan Zed
was hosted by the Ne vada Clergy As so -
ci a tion at the In dia Kabab & Curry
Res tau rant in Reno. The re cep tion was
to cel e brate Zed’s re cent visit to the Eu -
ro pean Par lia ment in Brussels where
he had been in vited by EP pres i dent
Hans-Gert Pot ter ing to dis cuss Hindu
and in ter faith is sues be fore the mem -
ber ship. The EP has 785 mem bers
from 27 coun tries rep re sent ing some
492 million people globally.

At tend ing on be half of The Church
were Head Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr., the
Rev er end Bill Bart lett, and the Right
Rev er ends Rob ert Petrovich and Sean
Savoy.  Gene Savoy, Jr. was also in stru -
men tal in plan ning the event.

Speak ers in cluded Su san Lisagor,
rep re sent ing Sen a tor Harry Reid; Dr.
Mil ton Glick, pres i dent of the Uni ver -
sity of Ne vada, Reno; Barbara Slat er of
the Na t ional As so ci  a t ion of
Inter-Church and Inter-Faith Fam i lies;
the Rev er end John Auer of Reno’s First 
United Meth od ist Church; Chief Mi -
chael Poehlman, Reno Po lice De part -
ment; Swami Sitaramananda, di rec tor
of Sivananda Yoga (Grass Val ley, Cal i -
for nia); Kadir Basaran, out reach di rec -
tor of the Si erra Foun da tion; Nich o las
Frey, Church of Je sus Christ of Lat -
ter-Day Saints; Thomas Honesco, Ne -
vada Co or di na tor of the Art of Liv ing
Foun da tion; Rich ard Siegel, re gional
pres i dent of the Amer i can Civil Lib er -
ties Un ion; Marcus White, rep re sent -
ing the City of Reno; Lonnie Feemster,
pres i dent of the Reno-Sparks NAACP;
Tom Spille of the River School; and
Bishop Randolph Calvo, Catholic

Diocese of Reno.

ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER
KING MEMORIAL

On Sunday, Jan u ary 18, 2009, at 3:00
PM, the an nual Mar tin Lu ther King
me mo rial ser vice, en ti tled “Mar tin Lu -
ther King, Jr. Re mem bered,” was held
at the Sec ond Bap tist Church in Reno.
At tend ing on be half of The Church
were Head Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr.,
Sonya Savoy, Sabrina Savoy, Sophia
Savoy, Ms. Lisamarie Wand, Zoe
Mansfield-Wand, Halla Mansfield-
Wand, the Right Rev er ends Rob ert
Petrovich and Eliz a beth Reece, the
Rev er ends Bill Bart lett and Barbara
Whit ney, Miles Walters, Ma rie
Walters, and Brittany Rodriguez.

Head Bishop Savoy not only pre -
sented com mu nity awards and helped
plan the re cep tion fol low ing, but for
the first time served as a mem ber of the
North ern Ne vada Mar tin Lu ther King,
Jr. Hol i day Com mis sion, hav ing pre vi -
ously served on the plan ning com mis -
sion cre ated by the Ne vada State
Leg is la ture sev eral years ago. Whereas, 
the Rev er end Onie Coo per (see be low) 
has been head of the com mis sion since
its ini ti a tion, Savoy is be ing con sid ered
as the next head of that body.

The Music Guild

The Mu sic Guild has been ex pe ri enc -
ing great suc cess fol low ing upon pub li -
ca tion and dis sem i na tion of Right
Rev er end Bu chanan’s re cent book,
SONA; Heal ing with Wave Front
BIOresonance. Cop ies of the book
have now been dis trib uted on five con -
ti nents and are avail able on line at the
Com mu nity Guilds web site, i.e.,
http://www.communityguilds.org/mu
sic.html). 

Dur ing the week of No vem ber 14
through 21 Bu chanan at tended the
Third An nual In ter na tional Sound
Heal ing Con fer ence hosted at the La
Fonda Ho tel in Santa Fe, New Mex -
ico, and worked in the con fer ence
book store where the book and CDs
were of fered. He also met with dis -
tin guished re search ers and sound
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COM MU NION SER VICES
AP OS TOLIC CHAN CEL LERY

The Cha pel of the Holy Child

Sat ur day 10:00 AM
Of fi ci at ing Min is ter

The Right Rev er end Gene Savoy, Jr.

2008–2009 As sist ing Min is ters

Nov.   1 Rebecca Wil lis (L)
Jo Ann Hainline (C)
Stephan Fuel ling (R)

  8 Carol Ann Crabb (L)
Ben Hub bard (C)

Ga briel Kanzelmeyer (R)
15 Roger Weld (L)

Vickie Hewlett (C)
Rhys An drews (R)

22 Gary Bu chanan (L)
Gary Huss Sr. (C)
Shane Grady (R)

29 Reano Castell (L)
Herman Aggenbach (C)
Mi chael Tamburello (R)

Dec.   6 Pe ter Foust (L)
Bruce Kanzelmeyer (C)

Jalayne Grady (R)
13 Ileana Isfan (L)

Greg Klinedinst (C)
Jon a than Kanzelmeyer (R)

20 Rob ert Petrovich (L)
Dor o thy Kubiak (C)

Claudia Grady (R)
27 (NSH)

2008–2009 As sist ing Min is ters

Jan.   3 Roger Weld (L)
Eliz a beth Reece (C)

Ga briel Kanzelmeyer (R)
10 Rebecca Wil lis (L)

Francine Petrovich (C)
Mi chael McIntyre (R)

17 Gary Bu chanan (L)
Nola Slevin (C)

Shane Grady (R)
24 Reano Castell (L)

Rob ert Roy (C)
Rhys An drews (R)

31 Pe ter Foust (L)
Mi chael Spohn (C)
Jalayne Grady (R)

(L) = Lector, (C) = Can tor, (R) = Reader

(NSH) = No Ser vices Held. Ser vices were
sus pended on this date due to in clem ent
weather.

heal ers, gave away com pli men tary
cop ies of the text to those peo ple,
and shared the re search and de vel -
op ments tak ing place at the Com -
m u  n i t y ’ s  H e a l  i n g  C e n  t e r  a t
Steam boat Hot Springs.

In early Jan u ary, Bu chanan and his
wife Amanda  met with a group of long -
time col leagues in Mar ti nez, Cal i for -
nia. The group an tic i pates es tab lish ing
a com pany to de sign and man u fac ture
new in stru men ta tion for heal ing with
light, color, and sound. These in cluded
Erik Larson of Sonic-Age Amer ica,
LLC; Adam Reed of Dendera Cor po -
ra tion; Rich ard Skalsky of Palo Alto
(whose do na tion to The Mu sic Guild
last sum mer made the pub li ca tion of
SONA pos si ble); and Steve Satra, a de -
signer of pro fes sional and con sumer
au dio equip ment for over thirty years.
Pre lim i nary pro to types are ex pected
within six months, with fi nal prod ucts
com mer cially avail able within one
year.

Outreach

As part of The Com mu nity’s on go ing
out reach pro grams, free cop ies of
Jamil, Child of Light: Mes sen ger of God,
have been of fered by post cards re -
cently mailed to mem bers of The

Association for Re search & En light en -
ment based in Vir ginia Beach, Vir -
ginia. The A.R.E. was founded by the
late Ed gar Cayce and has be come a
glob ally rec og nized heal ing in sti tu tion
and li brary/re pos i tory of spir i tu ally
ori ented pub li ca tions.

Re sponse from the mail ing has
been pro duc tive, with many new ap -
pli cants ap ply ing for en roll ment in
the Jamilian Uni ver sity of the Or -
dained Acad emy Pro gram.

Priory

At the Steam boat Pri ory, the Pro -
duc tion Stu dio and AEF & OSC
build ing has now been to tally ren o -
vated. The Right Rev er end Roger
Weld has re paired the fa cade, roof
tiles,  and has painted the en tire
struc ture. Along side the ma sonry

Col leagues Adam Reed (left), Gary Bu chanan
(cen ter), and Erik Larson (right) gather at the
Santa Fe In ter na tional Sound Heal ing
Conference.
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and fine wood work for the entry
stairs ear lier ac com plished by Right
Rev er end Pe ter Foust, the build ing,
lo cated di rectly across the street
from the Heal ing Cen ter, is now a
most beau ti ful fa cil ity.

The newly ren o vated pro duc tion stu dio.

D
L

E
W 

R
E

G
O

R



WINTER 2008–2009 9

SPEC TRUM from pre vi ous page

E
R

U
T

A
LSI

G
E

L 
A

D
A

V
E

N fo ysetruo
C

SUNDAY OPEN-AIR
COM MU NION SER VICES

RED ROCK CON SE CRATED SANC TU ARY

Sanc tu ary of Rev e la tion & Sanc tu ary of Proph ecy

2008–2009 Church Time Of fi ci at ing Min is ter

Nov.   2 (NSH)
  9 New Phil a del phia 8:00 Rhys An drews

New Qumran 8:30 Barbara Whit ney
16 New Mt. Ta bor 9:00 Greg Klinedinst

New Mt. Car mel 9:30 Ben Hub bard
New Mt. Heb ron 10:00 Herman Aggenbach

23 New Ephesus 9:00 Reano Castell
New Pergamos 10:00 Gary Bu chanan
New Smyrna 10:30 Pe ter Foust

30 Amer i cas 8:30 Nola Slevin
End Times 9:00 Ileana Isfan
Chris tian Churches 9:30 Eliz a beth Reece

Dec.   7 New Mt. Ta bor 9:00 Larry Coesens
New Mt. Car mel 9:30 Rob ert Roy
New Mt. Heb ron 10:00 Stephan Fuel ling

14 (NSH)
21 New Cov e nant 9:00 Carol Ann Crabb

Amer i cas 9:30 Jo Ann Hainline
Races of Man 10:00 Rhys An drews

28 Chris tian Churches 9:00 Mi chael McIntyre
End Times 9:30 Ted Staver
Races of Man 10:00 Gary Huss Sr.

Jan.   4 New Cov e nant 9:00 Reano Castell
Races of Man 9:30 Ben Hub bard

11 New Mt. Ta bor 9:00 Vickie Hewlett
New Mt. Car mel 9:30 Mary Foust
New Mt. Heb ron 10:00 Vickie Hewlett

18 New Mt. Ta bor 9:00 Greg Klinedinst
New Mt. Car mel 9:30 Mi chael Tamburello
New Mt. Heb ron 10:00 Herman Aggenbach

25 (NSH)

Youth & Family

Early in Jan u ary Amanda Ma rie
Walters was ac cepted into the Car son
City Sym phony (See http://ccsymph
ony.com) as a mem ber of the cello sec -
tion. Her grand fa ther, church mu sic di -
rec tor the Right Rev er end Gary
Bu chanan, has also joined the french
horn sec tion. The or ches tra re hearses
each Wednes day eve ning in Car son
City un der the di rec tion of Da vid C.
Bugli. Mae stro Bugli is also as sis tant
con duc tor of The Foun da tion Or ches -
tra of the An dean Ex plor ers Foun da -
tion & Ocean Sail ing Club, of which
Bu chanan is found ing con duc tor.

The up com ing Car son City con cert
is sched uled for Feb ru ary 22, 2009, in
the Car son City Con ven tion Cen ter.
This will be Ma rie’s de but per for -
mance with a full or ches tra. Se lec tions
on the pro gram in clude Rob ert
Schumann’s “Sym phony No. 1,”
“Fingal’s Cave Over ture” by Fe lix
Men dels sohn, “An Ele giac Pre lude” by 
Hugh Downs, and a con tem po rary
work, “Con certo for Bass Trombone”
by Eric Ewezan.

As an ac o lyte of The Church, Ma rie 
also plays in the Jamilian Handbell
Choir for all ser vices as well as at tend -
ing to the needs of min is ters at all
Church func tions. In ad di tion, Ma rie
con tin ues as head of the Ne vada
Youth Leg is la ture, which meets dur -
ing reg u larly sched uled ses sions at the
Ne vada State Capitol. @

Amanda Ma rie Walters sit ting at her desk at
the Ne vada State Leg is la ture.



10 COM MU NITY COMMUNIQUE

SPE CIAL REPORTS

Con tin ued on next page

COM MU NION
SER VICES

AP OS TOLIC
CHAN CEL LERY

The Cha pel of the Holy Child

Wednes day 12:00 Noon

2008–2009 Of fi ci at ing Min is ter

Nov.   5 Mi chael Spohn
12 Reano Castell
19 Rebecca Wil lis
26 Sean Savoy

Dec.   3 Roger Weld
10 Vickie Hewlett
17 Gary Bu chanan
24 Carol Ann Crabb
31 Barbara Whit ney

Jan.   7 Rob ert Petrovich
14 Pe ter Foust
21 Ben Hub bard
28 Francine Petrovich

FEL LOW SHIP
SER VICES

STEAM BOAT PRI ORY

The Cha pel of the Roses

Fri day 9:00 AM

2008–2009 Of fi ci at ing Min is ter

Nov.   7 Reano Castell
14 Mary Foust
21 Ileana Isfan
28 Carol Ann Crabb

Dec.   5 Gary Bu chanan
12 Rebecca Wil lis
19 Roger Weld
26 Pe ter Foust

Jan.   2 Barbara Whit ney
  9 Gene Savoy Jr.
16 Vickie Hewlett
23 Sean Savoy
30 Ben Hub bard

From the Archive

WINTER 1998–1999

Com piled by Rob ert Petrovich

On No vem ber 14, the res i dent Com -
mu nity gath ered to re mem ber Mary
El len Tinner, the wife of Ben Hub bard,
with Ben and his fam ily at a me mo rial
ser vice at the Cha pel of The Holy
Child.

The Com mu nity cel e brated the
Eman ci pa tion of Gary Huss Jr. on De -
cem ber 26.

In a Christ mas con cert held at the
Uni ver sity of Ne vada, Reno on De -
cem ber 22, the Great Ba sin Brass Quin -
tet gave the pre miere per for mance of
the “Grand Suite for Brass” and
“Christ mas Car ols” com posed and ar -
ranged by The Church’s mu si cal di rec -
tor, the Rev er end Gary Buchanan.

In Jan u ary 1999, ba sic ren o va tions
to the Steam boat Spa build ing neared
com ple tion af ter a pe riod of many
years as the ex te rior back wall of the
build ing was fi nally pre pared to re -
ceive a coat of stucco. 

Insight

SONA: Healing with Wave Front
BIOresonance by Gary Robert
Buchanan, Reno: The Music

Guild, 2008

By Ileana Isfan

What a “vi brat ing” piece of work is
man...(with apol o gies to Wil liam
Shake speare: Ham let, act II, scene 2,
303–312) such an ex tremely com plex
bun dle of in ter re lated parts, each beat -
ing to its own drummer.

The an cients taught that all parts of
cre ation are “rec on ciled into a greater
whole through the power of har mony”
(Plotinus). We now know that this is no
less true for a liv ing en tity, both within
it self and within a greater en vi ron ment
that ex pands out to the edges of the uni -
verse. Ev ery en tity con stantly ab sorbs
and emits pulses in dif fer ent fre quen -

cies of vi bra tion. These waves of en -
ergy vary in length, den sity, am pli tude, 
etc., so when the “con duc tor” di rects all 
the “in for ma tion” (en ergy is a car rier of 
in for ma tion) from all the sources, the
re sult ing “sym phony” may be pleas ant
or dis so nant, re sult ing in an en tity in
var i ous de grees of health in mind,
body, and spirit. Ba si cally, this con cept
is the foun da tion of Buchanan’s work
in bioresonant healing.

All body parts have sig na ture fre -
quen cies, and in a healthy body its
bioresonant fre quen cies are in tune; ill -
ness re sults from less than op ti mum
res o nance. Mu si cians are not the only
ones who love good music!

Log i cally, then, im prove ment in
health should be pos si ble by sup ply ing
the miss ing or in har mo ni ous tone with
health-giv ing coun ter parts to re store
bioresonance. That is what Wave Front 
Bioresonance, Cymatic Ther apy, does. 
In SONA, the range of prob lems or con -
di tions in body sys tems is im pres sive,
as may be seen in ap pen dix 1, con sid er -
ing the rel a tively short time this sci ence 
has been in discovery and in use.

Had we been less en am ored of the
“mir a cles” of mod ern phar ma col ogy
(and there have been many), and less
hasty in dis card ing an cient wis dom
teach ings and prac tices, heal ing with
sound, light, color, etc. (all forms of en -
ergy), we might have ar rived sooner at
an un der stand ing of Wave Front
Bioresonant tech nol ogy. There have
al ways been, and still are, in di vid u als
“graced” with ex tra sen sory “senses” —
in di vid u als who have un der stood
bioresonance in tu itively and could per -
haps even have seen what’s “between
the trees.”

In ev i ta bly, in a postmechanistic age, 
with in creased lev els of con scious ness
and more “mi rac u lous” dis cov er ies in
sci ence, in ter est in al ter na tive med i cine 
and the heal ing arts is in creas ing. For
this de vel op ment we need to thank
con cerned in di vid u als in many dis ci -
plines who have given gen er ously of
their time and en ergy, as ev i dent in the
va ri ety of in for ma tion in SONA and its
ram i fi ca tions, to make new heal ing mo -
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dal i ties prac ti cal work ing sys tems. Un -
doubt edly, their per sonal lives were
en riched by this gen er ous giv ing for the 
ben e fit of oth ers. Bu chanan and his
com pi la tion of in for ma tion in SONA is
one of these people.

Per sonal eth ics and ob ser vance of a
higher spir i tual law have en cour aged
him to give freely of his many years of
re search to all those in ter ested in the
con cepts and knowl edge given in
SONA. The idea that “God heals, and
the Doc tor takes the fee” (Benjamin
Frank lin) is los ing its ap peal in the new
par a digm shift in Con scious ness. Bu -
chanan is one of the pi o neers pro mot -
ing this idea, which might be called an
as pect of true brotherly love.

Bu chanan not only gives an as ton -
ish ing amount of in for ma tion that pro -
vides the ba sis for bioresonant heal ing,
he gives spe cific de tails for its use, i.e.,
codes, Cymatic com mu ta tions for in di -
vid ual or spe cific body sys tems and
con di tions, lists of Cymatic Ther apy
prac ti tio ners, and a wealth of other in -
for ma tion for those who may be in ter -
ested in Wave Front Bioresonance.

Con sid er ing the amount and qual ity 
of in for ma tion in one book, SONA is a
land mark pub li ca tion. It bridges the in -
ti mate ar eas be tween sci ence as a sci -
ence of things and a sci ence of
Con scious ness. The con cepts in SONA

cepts in SONA are bound to have a pro -
found im port on med i  cal  and
ther a peu tic think ing be cause schol ars
are be ing com pelled to em brace a new
phys ics/meta phys ics with a better un -
der stand ing of quan tum the ory/rel a tiv -
ity. SONA pres ents the in ter face of
phys ics and bi ol ogy with a glimpse into 
psychophysics. It in di cates a bridg ing
of sci ence and re li gion, or more spe cif i -
cally, spir i tu al ity. The re la tion ship of
the phys i cal and non phys i cal (called
“spir i tual”) en er gies can not be in im i cal
in a ho lo graphic uni verse (or some -
thing of that or der). Re mem ber the old
song where the “headbone is
connected to the legbone,” etc? They
were on the right track.

An other as pect of heal ing, and a
very im por tant one, is the role of in tu -
ition and be lief (two im por tant el e -
ments in mir a cle heal ings, which have
and still do oc cur). The re cent wide ac -
cep tance of the view among schol ars
that the mac ro scopic, the mi cro scopic,
and the “un seen” are all con nected by
Con scious ness has in fused the med i cal
field with tre men dous cre ative po ten -
tial. To the gen er ally ac cepted view of
the un seen, Bu chanan adds a new twist
— that mul ti ple vari a tions of vi bra tory
forces are stream ing in from out side the 
body/out side the world as well. A se ri -
ous con sid er ation of the uni verse as a
whole of in ter con nected things, a ho lo -
gram, can not be ig nored. Bu chanan
takes this con cept fur ther to in di cate
changes or ef fects that may be “seen”
from a “ho lo graphic view” of an en tity
and its life while in ti mately be ing part
of a pos ited nine di men sions or realms
of uni ver sal ex is tence. See chap ters 33
and 34, touching on philosophy,
rel igion, and the emerging
Consciousness.

Con scious in tent and level of be lief
are nec es sary “asides” if you wish to un -
der stand the greater “Isness” of a hu -
man be ing and its re la tion ship to its
cos mic en vi ron ment. Heal ing a liv ing
or gan ism re quires more than a su per fi -
cial or frag men tary knowl edge of what
the or gan ism re ally is, and the tran -
scen dence of ar ti fi cial bound aries im -
posed by ac a demic spe cial iza tion.
For tu nately, the in clu sion of such ma te -
rial in the text is made pos si ble by the

a tear in the veil of our in ex tri ca bly
conditioned belief system of an
inadequate materialist philosophy.

The eas i est way for ad vanced log i cal 
be liefs to gain cre dence in a show-me
so ci ety is the ev i dence of a pos i tive re -
sult. There has been suf fi cient pos i tive
ev i dence in sev eral coun tries that heal -
ing via Wave Front Bioresonance ther -
apy un de ni ably brings positive results.

The world owes a debt of grat i tude
to the cou ra geous men and women
who have con trib uted to the suc cess of
the ad vance ments to this sci ence of
heal ing. Bu chanan clearly iden ti fies
and cred its the con tri bu tions from
many sources.

The range of sub jects cov ered in
SONA is not only fas ci nat ing but should 
qual ify for the cur ric u lum of a grad u ate
course in phys i cal and non phys i cal
(spir i tual) health. It should also pro vide 
the stim u lus for some “de tour” stud ies.
Cosolargy would not be a mi nor study,
but a sci ence of life. One might even
pos si bly learn to see what’s “between
the trees!”

SONA is a com pi la tion of Bu chanan’s
thirty-five years of re search into heal ing
with light, color, and sound. Cop ies of the
book may be or dered at http://www.comm
unityguilds.org/mu sic.html.

"SONA pres ents the
in ter face of phys ics and

bi ol ogy with a glimpse into 
psychophysics. It in di cates a 

bridg ing of sci ence and
re li gion, or more

spe cif i cally, spir i tu al ity."

"The re la tion ship of the
phys i cal and non phys i cal
(called 'spir i tual') en er gies

can not be in im i cal in a
ho lo graphic uni verse (or

some thing of that or der)."

ad vance ment in in ter dis ci plin ary stud -
ies, as well as in gen eral ed u ca tion, of
“new” ideas. Thanks to an in crease in
the level of Con scious ness in the world, 
the door is open ing wider to learn ing
about the mys ter ies of the uni verse.
SONA shows light stream ing in through 

pro vide pro voc a tive ideas con cern ing
the in ter con nec ted ness of the hu man as 
an in di vid ual be ing and as a vi tal part of 
the uni verse. It will en cour age cre ativ -
ity in minds of young and old as it
confirms a guiding force for order.

In a more prac ti cal sense, the con -
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Perspective

By Wil liam S. Bart lett

The moon came to me last night
with a sweet ques tion.

She said: “The sun has been my
faith ful lover for mil lions of
years.

When ever I of fer my body to him 
bril liant light pours from his
heart.

Thou sands then no tice my hap -
pi ness and de light in point ing
to ward my beauty.

Hafiz, is it true that our des tiny is
to turn into Light It self?"

— Hafiz, Sufi poet

Is it our des tiny to be come Light It self?
This is a pro found ques tion, a fas ci nat -
ing and per haps a haunt ing ques tion as
well. How is it that the sub ject of Light
rarely, if ever, is ad dressed in our tem -
ples, syn a gogues, mosques, and
churches to day? Most of us on the path
have spent too much time ne glect ing
the ques tion Hafiz spent a lifetime with.

I am re minded of a sign at the end of
the pave ment on an old coun try road
that read, “Choose your rut care fully.
You will be in it for the next 30 miles.”
There is some folksy wis dom in such
ad vice. Ig nor ing the teach ings on Light
seems to me to be like choos ing one’s
rut un wisely. In the early part of the last 
cen tury Al bert Ein stein stated, “All I
want to do is study light.”  He in tu -
itively seemed to know that the sa cred
mys ter ies of sci ence and re li gion are to
be found in Light.

Hav ing some fa mil iar ity with the
ma jor scrip tures of the world I find that
the teach ings of Light al ways ap pear
em bed ded in the texts. As an ex am ple
for Chris tians, it is hard to ig nore that
the main theme of John’s Gos pel is
Light! In Hin du ism and Bud dhism the
word for ig no rance is avidya. Vidya
means un der stand ing, or “made of
light.” Avidya lit er ally means the “lack
of light” and thus de scribes one who
has lost his or her way. These east ern
teach ings tell us that wan der ing in the
dark re sults in suf fer ing, or lack of en -
light en ment.

As a Jodo Shinshu (Pure Land) Bud -
dhist priest and seeker, I, along with
mil lions of oth ers, have chanted the
Nembutsu daily. It is the myth i cal story 
of Hozo Bosatsu1 be com ing Amida
Bud dha, the Bud dha of Com pas sion -
ate Light.

The first two lines of the well-known
Pure Land Shoshinge (Nembutsu
chant ing) trans late as fol lows. “I rely
upon the Nyorai2 of Im mea sur able
Light. I take ref uge in In con ceiv able
Light.” So af ter med i tat ing for five
mahakalpas ( bil lions of years or a very
long time) Hozo be came Amida, The
Uni ver sal Bud dha. Be cause of his great
vow to save us all, Amida-san “ra di ated 
im mea sur able bound less Light, un im -
peded, in com pa ra ble, ma jes tic burn -
ing Light. Amida’s pure Light of
Wis dom, un ceas ing, in de scrib able
Light that sur passes the sun and moon
il lu mi nat ing its rays on all sentient
beings.” 

In Thich Nhat Hanh’s book, Liv ing
Bud dha, Liv ing Christ, he writes that the
Liv ing Bud dha “is al ways shin ing, al -
ways en light en ing trees, grass, birds,
and so on, al ways emit ting Light. It is
this Bud dha who is preach ing now and
not just 2500 years ago.”

Hanh, a Zen Bud dhist priest, makes
the most im por tant point I know of
con cern ing re li gion and spir i tu al ity. It
does not re ally mat ter what hap pened
mil len nia ago if it has no rel e vance for
the pres ent mo ment. Who re ally cares
un less that Light is shin ing now, call ing
us to awaken to our destiny?

The en light ened Chris tian mys tic,
An ge lus Silesius, made this very same
point four hun dred years ago.3  He
writes, “Of what good is Ga briel’s mes -
sage to Mary, if he can not give the same 
mes sage to me.” He is ref er enc ing Ga -
briel, an an gel of Light that gave Mary
the mes sage4 2000 years ago about be -
ing blessed among women, as she
would give birth to the Di vine. From
his per spec tive Silesius is say ing un less
I can awaken, un less I can give birth to
the Cos mic Christ as well, the mes sage
to Mary means little to me personally.

Bud dhists be lieve the very same
thing. It is for us to awaken now, and an
in di vid ual’s en light en ment eons in the
past mat ters lit tle. Bud dhists speak of

Upaya, or skill ful means, that may be
used to achieve this Light or Awak en -
ing, of ten called at tain ing Nir vana or
at tain ing the Pureland.5 The idea of
skill ful means or tech niques co mes up
in ev ery re li gion I have ever stud ied. It
raises the old and de bated ques tion of
faith ver sus works; do I do it, or is it
done for me? And what is the It that
needs do ing?

An of ten-quoted line from the
Dhammapada6 tries to ex plain the Bud -
dhist path in terms of what it is that
needs do ing. “To do good, to shun evil
and to pu rify the mind,” is the ad vice of
Shakyamuni, the his tor i cal Bud dha.
How ever, se ri ous Bud dhists know
these three ad mo ni tions are out of or -
der. Pu ri fy ing the mind is the main is -
sue, the hard est to at tain, and the It we
are talk ing about. To do good and to
shun evil will fol low if the Ad ept is suc -
cess ful in pu ri fy ing the mind, bring ing

"The en light ened Chris tian

mys tic, An ge lus Silesius, made

this very same point four

hun dred years ago. He writes,

'Of what good is Ga briel’s

mes sage to Mary, if he can not

give the same mes sage to me.'"

pure Light to the spir i tual eye7 of en -
light en ment.

Bud dhists are of two minds on how
to do It. The Therevadan tra di tion (of -
ten called Hinayana Bud dhism) sug -
gests we must do it — this pu ri fy ing of
the mind — by our own dil i gent and
seem ingly he roic ef forts. This can take
many, many life times. Af ter the first
few cen tu ries of Bud dhism, we see the
rise of the much larger Mahayana8

branch of Bud dhism that says there is
help avail able. In her ent here is the idea 
of Bo dhi satt vas (lit er ally, Light Be ings)
that help us do it.

In Jap a nese Bud dhism this de bate is
framed as Jiriki (Self-Power) and Tariki
(Other Power.) Amida, Vairocana, and 
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Dainichi are Buddhas of Tariki. In fact,
Vairocana and Dainichi are the great
Sun Buddhas who shine on us, and
Amida’s forty-eight rays of in com pa ra -
ble Light are ex am ples of that Other
Power that beck ons us to the Light.

I am usu ally in the mid dle of this de -
bate about how en light en ment is ac -
com plished. A good Bud dhist is of ten
ad vised to seek the Mid dle Path. On
one side, it is said that all one must do is
be lieve (as in the case of many fun da -
men tal ist Chris tians, among oth ers) or
chant the Nembutsu (some
Purelanders) and, on the other side,
that you must achieve this It (spir i tual
en light en ment) by your own deeds
(Theravada Bud dhism), which can take 
years, or life times, of med i tat ing and
chant ing.

At the risk of in tro duc ing a saint
from yet an other re li gion, I of fer some -
thing said by the great Hindu sage
Ramakrishna. He ad vises, “The winds
of grace are al ways blow ing. Our duty
is to lift our sails.” Just as eas ily, we
could say that the rays of Amida’s Light 
are al ways beam ing down on us, or the
Sun of Righ teous ness is al ways shin ing
on us, but we must be able to uti lize the
Light. We are told in Tao ist and Bud -
dhist cir cles that our duty (our It) is to
learn as well how to cir cu late9 the Light
and to share it with oth ers. That shar -
ing, by the way, is es sen tially the task of
the Bo dhi satt va, or Be ing of Light.

In Ramakrishna’s sail ing met a phor,
the wind of grace may be blow ing, but
if we do not know how to lift the sails
we have no means of ar riv ing at our It,
our des ti na tion. In the same way, with -
out the mys ti cal tech niques and prac -
tices taught by the Adepts of Light, we
are not able to uti lize the in tel li gence
fac tors in the Light of the Sun.

I vis ited this whole is sue of faith and
works some years ago when I was in -
vited to speak at an Epis co pal church.
From the lectionary (li tur gi cal book of
scrip tural read ings) I found that the
Gos pel read ing for the week was the
Par a ble of the Ten Vir gins10. I al most
can celed as I re read the verses that
frankly had al ways trou bled me. It is
the story of ten wise and ten fool ish vir -
gins (that is, young women) who were
to wait for the Bride groom. The Bride -

groom of course is the One who in vites
us all to the Cos mic Wed ding and the
Great Ban quet we may think of as the
Worlds of Light. The wise ones took
some ex tra oil for their lamps to use
while wait ing for the Bride groom.11 The 
fool ish ones did n’t. As the Bride groom
was de layed, their lamps be gan to burn
out so they asked to bor row oil from the 
wise vir gins, who said no. The Bride -
groom came at mid night while the fool -
ish ones were off look ing for lamp oil.
When they re turned late for the wed -
ding ban quet, they were not ad mit ted.
It had al ways seemed to me that the
Bride groom (the Di vine One) who
held the Ban quet (in the Pure Land, or
the Worlds of Light) would have chas -
tised the wise vir gins who had not

Here again, the Spark must be pre -
pared to ex pose it self to the Source.
Hafiz is right. It is our des tiny “to turn
into Light it self” But some ef fort on our
part seems to be re quired. The Bride -
groom is near. He who has ears, let him
hear. In the poem be low Hafiz wants to
let us know that the Light, the King -
dom/Queen dom of God, or The Pure
Land, is here among us in this present
moment.

The sun’s eyes are paint ing fields
again.

Its lashes with ex pert strokes are
sweep ing across the land.

A great pal ette of light has em -
braced this earth.

Endnotes
1. Dharmakara Bo dhi satt va in San skrit
2. Tathagata (one who co mes from

thusness or Bud dha)
3. An ge lus Silesius is best re mem bered

for his short mys ti cal po etry that ex presses
his exquisiite and per sonal re la tion ship
with that Light we call God. He was born in
1624 in Breslau and died in 1677.

4. Luke 1:26-38
5. The Pure Land as op posed to the Pol -

luted Land. An other way for mys tics to ex -
press this is the Fifth Di men sion of Light
(Pure Land) as op posed to the Third Di -
men sion of de lu sion (the pol luted world of
mat ter).

6. The Dhammapada is thought to be the
old est text that con tains words of the his tor i -
cal Bud dha. It means some thing like the
Path of Dharma or Truth or Light.

7. I can not re sist com par ing this with
Chris tian ity, where Je sus is quoted “If thine
eye is sin gle, thy whole body will be full of
light.”

8. Mahayana means “large ve hi cle or
raft,” which can ferry many to the yon der
shore of Amida’s Light. Hinayana means
“smaller ve hi cle or raft” sug gest ing that it is
for the very few. 

9. See The Se cret of the Golden Flower for
more de tails.

10. Mat thew 25:1-13.
11. From the Sec ond Proph ecy to the

Amer i cas, chap ter 28: “The light has gone
out of the an cient re li gions as from a lamp
with out oil for men have lost sight of the
sun. No re li gion can sur vive if the Light be
ex tin guished.” @
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"In Ramakrishna’s sail ing
met a phor, the wind of

grace may be blow ing, but
if we do not know how to
lift the sails we have no

means of ar riv ing at our It, 
our des ti na tion."

shared, rather than de ny ing en try to
the fool ish ones who were tardy at his
ar rival. But as I reframed — or per haps
de coded —  the par a ble in my mind, I
saw the mean ing had to do with pre -
pared ness. The wise vir gins were
ready. They were the Adepts who had
spent their lives in prep a ra tion to be -
come Light, as Hafiz sug gests. It was
not a mat ter of be ing stingy, of not giv -
ing your coat, too, when some one asks
for your shirt, but re ally a teach ing con -
cern ing not be ing able to do an other’s
spir i tual work for them.

Jew ish mys ti cism also fo cuses on
Light, with its teach ing of “ancilla
animae,” lit er ally, the spark of the soul.
That spark is fanned into full flame by a
Di vine source, like Shekinah, the Light
of Di vine Wis dom. Adepts know that
the Di vine Breath that breathes life into 
all is a met a phor for the Light that
awak ens the sparks into bril liant blaze.
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The Right Rev er end Gene Savoy, Jr., Head
Bishop of The Church.
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FROM THE PULPIT

On De cem ber 25, 2008, the Right
Rev er end Gene Savoy, Jr., Head
Bishop of The Church, de liv ered his
Christ mas Day mes sage, which ap -
pears below.

Good morn ing and Merry Christ mas.
Those of us gath ered to gether in this
Cha pel ded i cated to the ser vice of God
are drawn to gether from many faiths,
but we are all one in the fam ily of God.

We cel e brate to day as the birth day
of the man Je sus. For twelve days, we of 
The Sec ond Ad vent Church cel e brate
the Christ mas sea son, which cul mi -
nates on the thir teenth day, which is
Jan u ary sixth, the day of Epiphany.

Epiph any co mes from the Greek
mean ing [lit er ally, “shin ing forth,” in
the sense of] “man i fes ta tion,” or “ap -
pear ance,” and in the early Church,
Jan u ary 6 was the day that com mem o -
rated Je sus’ bap tism at the Jor dan by
Saint John [the Bap tist]. The day cel e -
brates the “shin ing forth,” or rev e la -
tion, of God in hu man form in the
per son of Je sus Christ, his man i fes ta -
tion as the Son of God to the world. The 
date of Epiph any on Jan u ary 6 was
very early fixed, and an cient lit ur gies
speak of Illuminatio, Manifestatio,
Declaratio: Il lu mi na tion, Man i fes ta -
tion, and Dec la ra tion. The Gos pel of
Mat thew [3:13-17] says: 

“Then Je sus came from Gal i lee to
John at the Jor dan, to be bap tized by
him. John would have pre vented him,
Say ing, ‘I need to be bap tized by you,
and do you come to me?’ But Je sus an -
swered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is
proper for us in this way to ful fill all
righ teous ness.’ Then he con sented.
And when Je sus had been bap tized,
just as he came up from the wa ter, sud -
denly the heav ens were opened to him
and he saw the Spirit of God de scend -
ing like a dove and alight ing on him.
And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is
my Son, the Be loved, with whom I am
well pleased.”

And the Gos pel of Luke [3:21-22]
says: “Now when all the peo ple were
bap tized, and when Je sus also had been 
bap tized and was pray ing, the heaven
was opened, and the Holy Spirit de -

scended upon him in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven,
‘You are my Son, the Be loved, with
you I am well pleased.’”

But a very im por tant line has been
de leted from both Mat thew and
Luke—one which is sub stan ti ated by
other an cient scrip tures more au thor i -
ta tive than Mat thew and Luke. The line 
reads: “To day [or, This day], I have be -
got ten you.” Let’s read this again: “You 
are my son, the Be loved, with whom I
am well pleased. This day, I have be got ten
you.” [Em pha sis added]

In the an cient Chris tian Church, just 
as in Bud dhism, this di vine event—this
“ap pear ance,” or “epiph any”—was a
man i fes ta tion of Je sus’ im mor tal na -
ture. The day com mem o rated the in -
car na tion of Je sus as Christ, the
mo ment when God ap peared in Di vine 
Light and or dained Je sus His son in
Spirit. Thus, Je sus was given a new
birth by God the Fa ther. So we know
that Je sus was not “born” the Son of
God, but be came the Son of God when
the Word, the Lo gos, in car nated within 
him, giv ing him new life of spirit. This
was a fun da men tal con cept in the Mes -
si anic, or First Ad vent, Church: that Je -
sus be came Christ in car nate. And this
is why Epiph any and the Christ -
mas-Epiph any sea son is so im por tant
to us, be cause it rep re sents and sym bol -
izes the birth of spirit—the epiphany of
the Conscious Soul.

I made the ref er ence to Bud dhism
be cause while Bud dhists cel e brate the
birth day of Siddhartha Gautama on
April 8, the day of his “en light en ment.” 
The day when he be came the Awak -
ened One—Bodhi Day—is hon ored on
De cem ber 8 at sun rise. And, of course,
we do this in the Sec ond Ad vent
Church. We honor the birth of the man 
Je sus on De cem ber 25, the old Ro man
fes ti val of the Un con quered Sun, but
more im por tantly, we cel e brate Je sus’
spir i tual birth—the day when the Word
of God en tered into him and he as -
sumed the Holy Of fice of Christ. This
we do on Jan u ary 6 as a prom ise of the
spir i tual re birth we are all heir to in the
Second Advent of God’s Appearance.

In Hel le nis tic times, an epiph any of
the di vine in a per son was a com mon
theo log i cal con cept. The cel e bra tion of 
Epiph any orig i nated in the an cient
Church, where it later in cluded a com -
mem o ra tion of Christ’s phys i cal birth
in the East ern Church. In Rome, how -
ever, by the mid dle of the fourth cen -
tury, Christ’s phys i cal birth was be ing
cel e brated on De cem ber 25, ac cord ing
to the Philocalian calendar.

A win ter fes ti val was the most pop u -
lar fes ti val of the year in many cul tures.
Rea sons in cluded the fact that less ag ri -
cul tural work needed to be done, as
well as the ex pec ta tion of better
weather as spring approached.

The twenty-fifth of De cem ber was
the Ro man fes ti val mark ing the birth of 
the “un con quered sun,” the natalis solis
invicti, which cel e brated the win ter sol -
stice and the length en ing of days. This
cel e bra tion al lowed sev eral so lar de i -
ties to be wor shipped col lec tively, in -
clud ing the Syr ian sun-god
Elah-Gabal. It was also ob served as the
birth date of the god Mithras—the “sun
of righ teous ness” and pa tron god of the 
em per ors—who, 500 years be fore the
birth of Christ, was born of a vir gin in a
cave.  We know that it was also con -
nected in the Ro man world to the Sat -
ur na lia, a time of mer ry mak ing and the
ex change of gifts. Char ity was also em -
pha sized as part of the Ro man new
year.

Con tin ued on next page



WINTER 2008–2009 15

The fes ti val was placed on the date
of the sol stice be cause this was the day
that the sun re versed its south ward re -
treat and proved it self to be “un con -
quered.” Sev eral early Chris tian
writ ers con nected the re birth of the sun
to the birth of Je sus. John Chrysostom
wrote, “They call it the ‘Birth day of the
Un con quered.’ Who in deed is so un -
con quered as Our Lord...?”

North ern Eu rope cel e brated a win -
ter fes ti val called Yule, held in late De -
cem ber and early Jan u ary, and its
tra di tions had a ma jor in flu ence on
Christemasse, or Christ’s Mass.

In the old Chris tian cal en dar, No -
vem ber 28 through Jan u ary 6 was ob -
served as the Fes ti val of Lights, a vigil
for the birth of the Cos mic Christ. Jap a -
nese Shintos honor the sun god dess
Amaterasu on De cem ber 22. In an -
cient Egypt, De cem ber 21 to De cem -
ber 25 was the fes ti val com mem o rat ing 
the birth of the god Horus by the god -
dess Isis; and in the Hopi na tion, De -
cem ber is cel e brated as a time of
pu ri fi ca tion and re newal. So we can see 
that this time of year is uni ver sally rec -
og nized as a time when we come out of
the darkness into light.

The con tra dic tion be tween the
Greek and Ro man churches led to a
great de bate in the fourth and fifth cen -
tu ries, which cul mi nated in the East ern
Church ac cept ing the twenty-fifth of
De cem ber as Christ’s birth and the
West ern Church cel e brat ing Epiph any 
as the day the Magi vis ited the infant
Jesus.

In The Sec ond Ad vent Church, we
honor both days and cel e brate the
Christ mas-Epiph any sea son from De -
cem ber 25 through Jan u ary 6. We
com mem o rate Christ’s birth in phys i -
cal form, but, as we have said, more im -
por tantly, we sol em nize his spiritual
rebirth.

There fore, the mes sage of the sea -
son is life of spirit. That was the es sence
of Christ’s teach ing. And this is what
the Christ mas sea son rep re sents: life,
birth and re birth—the cy cle of renewal.

The lights and trees we dis play this
time of year have al ways been sym bols
of ev er last ing life. In an cient Egypt,
China, Is rael, and the Celtic lands, ev -
er green trees, wreaths, and gar lands

were sym bolic of eter nal life. To us in
The Sec ond Ad vent Church, they also
rep re sent the True Light of God and
the Tree of Life.

In the Mid dle Ages, Christmastide,
or the pe riod from the night of De cem -
ber 25 through the morn ing of Jan u ary
6, was a pe riod of con tin u ous feast ing
and mer ry mak ing. Twelfth night, or
Epiph any Eve, as we call it, was for ever 
so lid i fied in pop u lar cul ture when Wil -
liam Shake speare used it as a set ting for
one of his most fa mous stage plays. In
those t imes,  Christ mas was
overshadowed by Epiphany. 

Amer i can col o nists brought their
ver sion of the Twelve Days over from

How ever, af ter the Rev o lu tion,
Christ mas and the Twelve Days fell out 
of fa vor in Amer ica, be cause it was con -
sid ered an Eng lish cus tom. It was not
un til the 1820’s, when anti-Brit ish sen ti -
ments were fad ing that peo ple be gan to 
worry that Christ mas was dy ing out.
Writ ers, in clud ing Wash ing ton Irving
and Har riet Beecher Stowe, imag ined
Christ mas in Tu dor days as a time of
heart felt cel e bra tion, and ef forts were
made to re vive the hol i day. Charles
Dick ens’s book, A Christ mas Carol,
played a ma jor role in re in vent ing
Christ mas as a hol i day em pha siz ing
fam ily, good will, and com pas sion (as
op posed to com mu nal cel e bra tion).

Latin na tions also have var i ous
forms of cel e bra tions for the Twelve
Days of Christ mas, the most pop u lar
be ing the cook ing of tra di tional foods
to cel e brate Epiph any. In His panic
Amer ica, a Rosca de Reyes—a king
cake—is baked. In France, a Galette des
Rois is baked with a small china fig ure
of the Christ-child in side. In some
coun tries, chil dren pol ish and leave
their shoes by the door step, bed, or
tree, ready for pres ents, be fore go ing to
sleep on the eve of Jan u ary 6. And in It -
aly, the tra di tion of La Befana, whose
name is taken from the word epiph any, 
is the bringer of gifts who arrives on the
eve of Epiphany.

With the on set of more Amer i can -
ized and sec u lar tra di tions through out
the past two cen tu ries, the tra di tions of
the Twelve Days of Christ mas have
been largely for got ten. In deed, con -
tem po rary mar ket ing and me dia tend
to es pouse the er ro ne ous be lief that the
Twelve Days end on Christ mas, rather
than be gin on it. How ever, we of The
Sec ond Ad vent Com mu nity have held
to our own fa vor ite ways to cel e brate
the Christmas-Epiphany season. 

We are all both mor tal and im mor -
tal be ings. And as we feed our phys i cal
bod ies we must also feed our spir i tual
bod ies. Lis ten to the mes sage con veyed 
by these words from the Odes of Sol o -
mon (Ode 38) that we re cite at
Christmastime.

“I rested in the spirit of the Lord:
and the spirit raised me on high. And
made me stand on my feet in the height
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was the es sence of Christ’s
teach ing. And this is what

the Christ mas sea son
rep re sents: life, birth and

re birth—the cy cle of re newal."

Eng land and adapted them to their
new coun try, add ing their own vari a -
tions over the years. The mod ern-day
Christ mas wreath, for ex am ple, orig i -
nated with these co lo nials. A home -
made wreath would be fash ioned from
lo cal green ery, and if fruits were avail -
able, they would be added. Mak ing the
wreaths was one of the tra di tions of
Christ mas Eve; then they would be
hung on each home’s front door on
Christ mas Day, the First Day of Christ -
mas, through the morn ing of Epiph -
any, when a spe cial Epiph any cake was
baked and all the re main der of the ed -
ibles from the previous twelve days
consumed.

As said, this was a time of feast ing,
mer ry mak ing, and oth er wise cel e brat -
ing the sea son. Some times gifts were
ex changed each of the twelve nights
and a can dle lit each morn ing of the
twelve days. And the eve ning be fore
Epiph any was cel e brated as the big gest
night for danc ing and gift giving.



16 COM MU NITY COMMUNIQUE

IN VO CA TIONS & IN TER CES SIONS*

AP OS TOLIC CHAN CEL LERY

The Cha pel of the Holy Child
Nov.   1 Bonnie Nel son

Sis ter Mary Mar ga ret+
Stephie Petrovich+

  8 Ken Broda
12 Ken Broda

Susie Hilton & Her Hus band
15 Susie Hilton & Her Hus band
19 Joeann Ault+

Linda Beals
22 Joeann Ault+

Linda Beals
Elsie Green+

Charles L. Reece+
Rev. Laurie Chappelle

26 Murray Larson
Mar ga ret Staver

29 Murray Larson
Mar ga ret Staver

Mary Daniles Bunch+

Dec.   3 Linda Beals
Mar shall Crawford

  6 Linda Beals
Mar shall Crawford

Hope Aguilera
17 Nancy Lee
20 Nancy Lee

Bonnie Nel son
27 Irene Roy

Jan. 10 Linda Beals+
14 Joan Allen+

Dick and Norma Gim mick
Char lotte Law son+

17 Dick and Norma Gammick
Char lotte Law son+

Loren McIntyre+
Ste phen Heuer

21 Ste phen Heuer
24 Murray & Joann Larson

Rob ert Hughes
Mariana Bridgi Da Costa+

Randal Hous ton
28 Randal Hous ton

Cheryl Shafer
31 Cheryl Shafer

Betty Whit ney+
Les Ligitt

+ In Memoriam

*These ap peals are made upon re quest.

of the Lord, be fore His per fec tion and
His glory, while I was prais ing Him by
the com po si tion of His songs.

“The spirit brought me forth be fore
the face of the Lord: and al though I was 
a son of man, I was named the il lu mi -
nate, a son of God. For ac cord ing to the
great ness of the Most High, so He
made me: and like His own new ness
He re newed me, and He anointed me
from His own per fec tion.

“And I be came one of His neigh -
bors; and my  mouth was opened, like a 
cloud of dew. And my heart poured out 
as it were a gush ing stream of righ -
teous ness.

“And my ac cess to Him was in
peace; and I was es tab lished by the
spirit of His king dom. And I went up to
the light of truth which pre served me.
And it be came to me a ha ven of sal va -
tion and set me on the arms of im mor -
tal life.”

Love be gins in our fam ily life,
reaches out to our friends, and em -
braces our neigh bors. Like a seed it
must be planted be fore it can grow. If
we can ex press love as we do at
Christmastime through out the whole
year, we will be gin to live the life ex em -
pli fied by Jesus.

So let us each ex am ine our hearts.
The world and our flawed mor tal na -
tures take away our abil ity to love one
an other at times. This in abil ity harms
the spirit. Each one of us should strive
to rise above the lim i ta tions of the
phys i cal world and em brace the spirit,
which is ex pressed by love. By so do -
ing, God co mes to each of us, adopt ing
us as His son or daugh ter; for we are all
children of God.

In light ing the can dles to day in re -
mem brance of those who have gone
on to an other life, let us place our trust
in God who is the au thor of our spirit
and soul. When death claims our
phys i cal bod ies, it is the spirit and soul
that en dure and go on to a higher
world if we can but ex pe ri ence the re -
birth of spirit that we cel e brate on Jan -
u ary 6. But if we not love, our spir its
fade like a flame, ul ti mately go ing out.
Love kin dles and bright ens the spirit
and the soul. By lov ing we are made
eter nal, for God is Love. Love binds us 
to those de parted, to those about us

while we live, and it binds us to God.
For if we do not have love, com pas -
sion, and kind ness in our hearts, how
can we ever hope to know God? 
There is no en mity so hard that good -
ness can not melt it.

There fore, on this day com mem o -
rat ing the birth of Je sus, let us make a
re newal to ex em plify what he taught.
This, I be lieve is the mes sage of the
Christ mas sea son: to open our hearts,
for give the trans gres sions of our broth -
ers and sis ters, and love one an other.
To quote a line from one of the late
Bishop’s pre vi ous Christ mas ser mons:
“All men and women ev ery where may
shine forth as the Sun of Righ teous ness
if they but live and ex em plify the love
of God in their daily lives.”

We should be proud of our ac com -
plish ments in this Com mu nity. Christ -
mas is a time for cel e bra tion. So let’s
cel e brate! Let’s cel e brate our Teach -
ing; let’s cel e brate our fel low ship; and
let’s cel e brate our love for one an other.
The world is crazy place. It is hard to
find the friend ship and the fel low ship
and the love that we ex pe ri ence in this

Com mu nity—in spite of our fa mil ial
difficulties sometimes.

As we close out 2008 and en ter the
new year, we an nounce 2009 a Ju bi lee
Year. We an nounce the fif ti eth an ni -
ver sary of this Church from 1959 to
2009. Now that is some thing to cel e -
brate!

This Com mu nity is mov ing for -
ward, and we are grow ing. We are no
lon ger con cerned with merely sur viv -
ing—those days are over. Not to say that 
we won’t have our ups and downs from
time to time. But let’s cel e brate the fact
that we are here, we are es tab lished in
this world, and that we are a bea con of
light to those who seek the Light.

We have many ex cit ing times and
pro jects ahead. We have our jour ney to 
Greece and the Greek Isles—one of the
larg est trips ever un der taken by The
Church. And we are mak ing plans for
ad di tional de vel op ment at the Sanc tu -
ary and at Steam boat. Speak ing of
which, I be lieve that Pe ter and Ted de -
serve a big hand for their work on the
Sanc tu ary wa ter pro ject—also Herman

PULPIT from pre vi ous page
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and Reano. And Roger, too, for the
won der ful job on the building at
Steamboat.

We will be form ing some com mit -
tees for plan ning and de sign of the Sa -
cred Columbarium, as well as the
mon as tery at Red Rock, which will
serve as res i dences, re fec tory, cha pel,
and li brary for those of you who wish to 
par tic i pate. But I em pha size that now is 
the time to move for ward. We can not
af ford—or should I say: you can not af -
ford—to wait an other twenty-five years
for the next phase of build ing at the
Sanc tu ary. I don’t know how we will do 
it, but where there’s a will, there’s a
way.

Al low me to close this Christ mas
mes sage with these words from the
Gos pel of John [15:9-15]:

"As the Fa ther has loved me, so
have I loved you; abide in my love. If
you keep my com mand ments, you
will abide in my love, just as I have
kept my Fa ther’s com mand ments, and 
abide in his love. I have said these
things to you so that my joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be com -
plete. This is my com mand ment, that
you love one an other as I have loved
you. No one has greater love than this,
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
You are my friends if you do what I
com mand you. I do not call you ser -

vants any lon ger, be cause the ser vant
does not know what the mas ter is do -
ing; but I have called you friends be -
cause I have made known to you
ev ery thing that I have heard from my
Fa ther."

I wish you all a very merry Christ -
mas, a happy Epiph any, and a joy ous
New Year, filled with God’s many
boun ti ful and beau ti ful bless ings. Let
us go forth from this place with re -
newed re solve to take the mes sage of
the Sec ond Ad vent to all the world in
greater power and glory, each of us
shin ing like the Sun of Righ teous ness,
and striv ing to ex em plify Christ in our
daily lives. @

PULPIT from pre vi ous page

Bishop Attends Seminar on
Lobbying

Head bishop Gene Savoy, Jr. at tended
a sem i nar in Las Ve gas, De cem ber 2–4, 
2008, on how to lobby the state leg is la -
ture and state reg u la tory agen cies. The
pur pose of the trip was to learn how
The Church might be able to re al ize a
change in the cur rent prop erty tax ex -
emp tion law, ap pli ca ble to churches
and other re li gious or ga ni za tions,
thereby avoid ing fu ture le gal en tan gle -
ments and suits. The bishop re ports
that much was learned about how state
reg u la tory agen cies func tion, es pe -
cially in re gard to fa cil i ties such as
Steam boat Springs Wa ter Works. The

Baptism

Cor rec tion: This an nounce ment
should have been in cluded in the
Sum mer 2008 is sue.

The bap tism of Ja cob Pro vost, grand son
of the Rev er end Francine Petrovich, took
place at the Ro man Cath o lic church of St.
Lazare, Que bec, on Sat ur day, July 19,
1:00 PM (EDT). Ja cob was born April 9,
2008, to Mireille Chabot and Félix Pro -
vost, son of the Rev. Petrovich who was a
long-time res i dent of Reno, Nev., be fore
re turn ing to his na tive Que bec.

Fol low ing the chris ten ing, Ja cob’s
grand mother read a spe cial poem ded i -
cated her to the new baby boy, ti tled
“Cher pe tit en fant Ja cob”:

Cher pe tit en fant, précieux juoyau
qui s’inscrit au livre de la vie.

Cher pe tit en fant, étincelle d’un
coeur pur réflétant l’amour au
grand jour.

Cher pe tit en fant in no cent, hum ble
et bon qui aime et adore tout ce
qui se présente B lui:

Cher pe tit en fant caressant avec
beaucoup de dou ceur et de
tendresse les beautés de ce
monde.

Cher pe tit en fant respirant une
chaleur nou velle qui
réconforte par sa présence.

Cher pe tit en fant, B la peau de soie
qui nous comble par ce re gard
perçant de lumiPre.

Cher pe tit en fant aux mille fas ci na -
tions qui chante la vie B grand
débordement.

Cher pe tit en fant aux yeux
lumineux d’espoir regardant la
vie avec beaucoup d’ambition.

Cher pe tit en fant qui apporte une
fraîcheur sem blable B un léger
vent d’été.

Cher pe tit en fant, souf fle frag ile du
nou veau – né qui pleure des
larmes d<rgent.

Cher pe tit en fant, merveilleux
cadeau de la vie qui se donne
avec tant d’amour.

Cher pe tit en fant naVf qui réveille la
joie de vi vre en chacun de nous.

Cher pe tit en fant qui rLve B ce
monde fantastique auquel
chacun a sa place d’amusement.

Cher pe tit en fant qui pleure des
larmes d’argent, laisse l’amour
t’envelopper B nou veau.

Cher pe tit en fant aux lPvres sucrées
de miel, embrasse la vie B grand
éclat de rire.

In at ten dance at the cer e mony were
Ja cob’s par ents, god par ents Mar tin Pro -
vost and Ma rie-Claude, pa ter nal grand fa -
ther Michel Pro vost, and the Rt. Rev.
Rob ert Petrovich.

Con tin ued on next page

Rev er end Francine Petrovich (left), Right Rev -
er end Rob ert Petrovich (right), and Félix Pro -
vost (cen ter) hold ing Ja cob Pro vost at his
bap tism. 
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entire trip was financed by private
donations.

Charlotte M. Lawson Passes

The mother of Tobin Oberhoulser,
Char lotte M. Law son of Frank fort, In di -
ana, passed away at 15:51 P.M. on Jan u -
ary 12, 2009. 

Second Advent Calendar
Published

For the first time in the his tory of The
Church of the Sec ond Ad vent, a cal en -
dar has been pub lished for the year 2009
and made avail able to all mem bers. The
lovely pub li ca tion, mea sur ing 11 x 17
inches, may be opened and hung up and
in cludes an abun dance of full-color pho -
to graphs taken and/or cho sen by
Stephan Fuel ling.

The cal en dar also con tains all ma jor
dates rel e vant within the last fifty years of
The Church’s his tory, as well as dates for
those fol low ing the Cosolargy 3 sched ule 
from the Acad emy texts. Those wish ing
cop ies should con tact the Chan cel lery.

Rev. Bill Bartlett Receives
Certification as Chaplain

In early win ter, the In ter na tional
Com mu nity of Christ, as an “Ec cle si -
as ti cal En dorser” of the As so ci a tion of
Pro fes  s ional  Chap la ins  (See
www.professionalchaplains.org/),
spon sored Rev. Bart lett’s cer tif i ca tion
to that body. Bart lett leads the chap -
laincy pro gram at St. Mary’s Hos pi tal
in Reno, a pro gram in which the
Reverend Dea con ess Rhys An drews
and Consociate  Jon a  than
Kanzelmeyer par tic i pate as vol un teer
chap lains.

National Association Appoints
Bishop Savoy as Advisor

In Jan u ary 2009, the Na tional As so ci a -
tion of the InterChurch and In ter faith

Fam i lies ap pointed head bishop Gene
Savoy, Jr. as a spir i tual ad vi sor. (See
www.naiifonline.org/) 

Sanctuary to Have Sacred
Columbarium

Plan ning is un der way for the de sign
and con struc tion of the Sa cred
Columbarium at Red Rock Con se -
crated Sanc tu ary. Fur ther de tails will
be forth com ing in fu ture edi tions of the
Com mu nity Com mu ni qué.

Japanese Mission Thriving

Fol low ing the es tab lish ment of The
Church’s mis sion in Ja pan (dis cussed in
pre vi ous is sues of the Com mu ni qué) un der 
the guid ance of Bishop Yukinori
Matsushita, the com mu nity there con tin -
ues to pros per and ob serve ser vices. 

In a com mu ni ca tion with the head
bishop in early Feb ru ary, Bishop
Matsushita con veyed the fol low ing mes -
sage. which has been ed ited for clar ity:

Dear Bishop Savoy and Com -
mu nity,

We hope ev ery one in Reno is
well and hav ing a good New So lar
year with the new con di tion!

At last we have found and
moved to the new home of the
Cosolargy In sti tute of Ja pan (CIJ)!
HooooRaaaaay!

The room is on the third floor of 
an apart ment build ing, and we are
at the east end. We can do Sun rise
ser vices at this place from the win -
dows fac ing east, and we have
done it al ready! We have set a
room like a cha pel, and the other
room can be opened to ex pand the 
space in Jap a nese style. We have
Ta tami-mats on the floor. We also
have one more room with wooden
floor ing used as an of fice. There is
also a space for lec tures in the
kitchen/dining area.

Al though we had been look ing
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for a sep a rate build ing for the In sti -
tute, this apart ment will serve our
pur poses for the mo ment. Also, it
is just two min utes' walk from my
flat and about ten min utes' walk in
the other di rec tion to our Sun rise
ser vice area of the Kohrasan
Mountain!

We started work ing at the new
of fice on Jan u ary 28, and have had
sev eral func tions since. On Jan u -
ary 29, we cel e brated the ‘Re mem -
brance of Jamil,’ and lis tened to the 
tapes of Jamil, the Child Christ, af ter -
ward we read the Jap a nese trans la -
tion un til mid night. We then
ob served a mid night vigil un til
1:00 AM on January 30.

From 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM on
Jan u ary 30, we held the first meet -
ing of the In sti tute with the Jap a -
nese mem bers of the In ter na tional
Com mu nity of Christ. We con tin -
ued to read from the Jap a nese ver -
sion of Jamil, The Child Christ.

On Jan u ary 31, from 1:00 PM to 
5:00 PM, we held the first pub lic
presentation of Cosolargy for a
group in a res tau rant at Saga-Ken.
There were nine in at ten dance.

The first Sunday Sun rise Di vine 
Ser vice was held at the Cen ter on
Feb ru ary 1 at 7:20 AM. In the af -
ter noon, from 2:00 PM to 5:30
PM, we com pleted the read ings
from Jamil.

On Feb ru ary 2, Sec ond Ad vent
Day, a Sun rise Di vine Ser vice was
held on Kohrasan Moun tain at
7:30 AM.

We are start ing to keep re cords
of all events, in clud ing these.

We are get ting things for the
Cen ter, so it will be ready for you
to come for a visit. So this is just to
let you know the good news.

In Light+
Bishop Yukinori Matsushita. @

The Com mu nity Communique wel comes mail from read ers. Please ad dress your cor re spon dence to the Ed i tor, 643 Ralston Street,
Reno, NV 89503. Let ters may also be faxed to (775) 332-3086 or sent by e-mail: communique@communityofchrist.org. Let ters be -
come the prop erty of The Church and can not be re turned. Let ters may be ed ited for space and clar ity and may ap pear in sub se -
quent is sues. 


