2024 June Convocation

The 2024 Community Convocation and Cosolargy Seminar was held
in Reno from June 4th through June 9th. Tuesday through
Friday was devoted primarily to lectures on “The Oral Gospel
as a Life System.” Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr. presented the
lectures interspersed with audio by the late Most Right
Reverend Gene Savoy, Sr., as well as about 200 slides. Nine
highly specific imaging and breathing techniques were taught
and practiced during this time.

A Pentecost Eve banquet was held on the evening of June 5th at
the Rectory-Abbey. Consociates, Ministers, and the children of
The Community gathered at 6 PM. At around 6:30, Bishop Savoy
welcomed everyone and commented on the meaning and importance
of Second Advent Pentecost. Then, the Reverend Bruce
Kanzelmeyer and Bishop Savoy explained the AOUMENMNs used for
Divine Service. Rev. Bruce commented on the tones, and Bishop
Savoy commented on the hand gestures. The assembly then sang
“Grant Life Unto Me” and was invited to the communal meal. The
event was a seated buffet-style dinner. At sunset, which was
at about 8:15, everyone went onto the main balcony of the
Rectory and took in the sun. Following sunset, Reverend Canon
Amanda Buchanan read from the Prophecy of the New Covenant.
Coffee and dessert were then served. The next morning, June
6th — Second Advent Pentecost — a Sunrise Divine Service was
held at the Church of New Pentecost at the Red Rock
Consecrated Sanctuary.


https://communique.cosolargy.org/2024-june-convocation/

Banquet Banquet

The traditional Saturday morning Communion of Fellowship
Service was held in the Chapel of the Holy Child, which also
included ordinations to the first level (Initiate) for Jeffrey
Burgess, Csilla Hollo, David Mitchell, Nicolett Montanez,
Herschell Soumahoro, and Collin Wizgen. Following Communion, a
Memorial Service was held for the late Reverend Koshu Kawahara
which is covered in detail in a separate article. Saturday’s
afternoon agenda featured three speakers. Reverend Amanda did
a presentation on the Sacred Calendar of the Second Advent,
Bishop Shawn Smith presented a talk on the Solar Cultures of
Africa, and Bishop Yukinori Matsushita presented one on the
Solar Cultures of Japan.

Click here to view the short version of the schedule.

On Sunday, Sunrise Divine Service was held the at the
Cathedral Church of the Americas and Monument to Human
Spiritual Rights with a special litany for the Japanese
Community lead by Bishop Yukinori Matsushita. Following the
service, second level (Deacon) and third level (Presbyter)
were held. Csilla Hollo, Olimpia Huss, Demetrice Jackson, and
Collin Wizgen were ordained Deacons, and Deacons Stephan
Fuelling, Shane Grady, Yukako Kawai, Radheka Patel Savoy, and
Shawn Smith were ordained Presbyters. It was a first that two
people received back-to-back ordinations. Csilla Hollo and
Collin Wizgen received first level ordination the day before
on Saturday and second degree ordination on Sunday.


https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/2024.June_.ConvoTable_FullWeek.2024-05-29.pdf

Here is a selection of photos from the event

r.

Bishop Savoy lectures at the Monastery Gardens

Rev. Rob Roy conducting Communion Service at Red Rock
Sanctuary
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Bishop Shawn Smith talking on the Solar Cultures of Africa

Bishop Yukinori Matsushita talking on Solar Cultures of Japan

7

Bishop Shawn Smith presenting The Community with a Shield




Photos of Second and Third-Level Ordinations

Geologists from University of
Nevada Reno and Nevada Bureau
of Mines visit Steamboat Hot
Springs


https://communique.cosolargy.org/geologists-from-unr-and-the-nevada-bureau-of-minessteamboat-hot-springs/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/geologists-from-unr-and-the-nevada-bureau-of-minessteamboat-hot-springs/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/geologists-from-unr-and-the-nevada-bureau-of-minessteamboat-hot-springs/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/geologists-from-unr-and-the-nevada-bureau-of-minessteamboat-hot-springs/
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On March 27th, 2024, a team of geologists from the University
of Nevada Reno (UNR) and the Nevada Bureau of Mines visited
Steamboat Hot Springs. They also looked at surrounding
fissures nearby. The UNR team was accompanied by a crew from
KTVN Channel 2 News. Their clips aired during the daily news
shows at 4:30, 5, and 11 PM. Here are some photos of the event
taken by Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr.



https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-REP-STEAMBOAT_LOGO.jpg

Here are links to the videos that were shown on TV.

Geothermal Activity in South Reno

Geysers in South Reno

And here are links to three short videos by Bishop Gene Savoy,
Jr.

Video-1 Video-2 Video-3

CATHEDRAL CHURCH THE
AMERICAS UNDERGOES THIRD


https://www.2news.com/news/geothermal-activity-in-south-reno/video_43146f65-2576-5841-8a9a-bc40e0ad41d0.html
https://www.2news.com/news/geysers-in-south-reno/video_cf311bdc-d8ea-5a20-8552-a04958ae27d2.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JdvbQcHESe4DA9IXxJ5gzXdCPZL79qd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-vL97nKO2P-URjHh3ngHhJmI2XoPYCJj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0mSqhTZmS2eZNk1wrgTRFjMLxvETkuc/view?usp=sharing
https://communique.cosolargy.org/cathedral-church-of-the-americas-undergoes-third-round-of-renovations/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/cathedral-church-of-the-americas-undergoes-third-round-of-renovations/

ROUND OF RENOVATIONS

The third phase of a massive renovation of the Cathedral
Church of the Americas and Monument to Human Spiritual Rights
was completed late last year. The first phase was started and
completed in 2019, and the second phase began and finished in
2021.

The Cathedral Church and Monument to Human Spiritual Rights
was constructed by dedicated members of The Community during
the Winter of 1990/1991

However, after 30 years, the concrete began to deteriorate
substantially. A major renovation and rehabilitation of the
structure was needed to ensure its viability into the future.


https://communique.cosolargy.org/cathedral-church-of-the-americas-undergoes-third-round-of-renovations/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Communique.1990.04.pdf
https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Communique.1990.04.pdf

There were three major maintenance issues at the Cathedral
that needed to be addressed. The first was the deterioration
of the base of the triune crosses — the steps. The second was
the deterioration of the church walls. And the third was
preventing the deterioration of the concrete floor of the
entire structure.

The cost of the first phase, which was the repair of the
concrete steps at the base of the crosses and the repair of
cracks in the concrete floor, was $30,000. This cost was
raised entirely by members of The Community, and this phase of
the project was completed in 2019.

Step Repairs

Partially
repaired

: Fully repaired v

The second phase was the restoration of the tops of the walls
that enclose the entire perimeter of the church — a length of
220 feet. That phase was completed in 2021 at the cost of an
additional $30,000. The danger of not completing phase two was
that the walls were continuing to decay. In 2021, only the



tops of the walls were deteriorating. But, over time, the
entire wall structure would have been affected.

Wall Repairs

<Crumbling
Lower Wall

After repair>

<Crumbling
upper wall

1 After repair >

<Another
section of

- |Crumbling wall
| top
After repair>




<Cathedral

walls in
various stages

of repair>

<Crumbling steps
and wall
After complete
repair (phase 3)>

<Crumbling steps at
the Bell Choir
After complete
repair>

The rehabilitation of all the concrete work was done by
Surface Systems, Inc. of Reno, Nevada, which specializes in
concrete repair and restoration using fiber-reinforced



polymers.

The third phase of the project, which was completed in late
2023, was to repair dozens of cracks in the walls themselves
and to extend the fiber-reinforced polymer along the entire
interior surface of the perimeter walls. This phase of the
project cost $20,000.

Damaged Walls




Click here to see more photos and videos.

The Community has not yet recouped the expense for this phase
of the project.

Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr. had this to say in regards to
completing the third phase:

“Once again, I am asking everyone in The Community to make a
pledge and a contribution towards this most important part of
our Sanctuary. The restoration over the past five years was
urgent and guarantees that future Cosolargists will be able to
treasure and cherish the Cathedral and Monument, which is only
the beginning of a much grander vision for the shrine honoring
the human Spirit.

“The preamble of our Proclamation to Human Spiritual Rights
states that ‘All members of the human family have been endowed
with the qualities of God, having been generated originally in
the form of Righteous Beings of Light, spiritual, divine and
immortal and abiding in Worlds of Light.’ And that is what our
beloved Cathedral Church of the Americas symbolizes to all who
visit it. I encourage all members of The Community to keep 1in
mind the importance of this sacred open-air worship space and
its significance as a symbol for human spiritual rights for
all people everywhere.”

Click here to read the proclamation.

The Bishop went on to say, “This is an endeavor very dear to


https://communique.cosolargy.org/cathedral-repair-photo-album/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/The-Universal-Proclamation-Of-Human-Spiritual-Rights-2.pdf

my heart. I am happy to answer any questions people have and
to explain the vision for the future. But I am asking for the
financial support and commitment of all of our members at this
time.”

The pledge form is [HERE], and there are several ways to make
a contribution, including spreading it out over time.

Steamboat Hot Springs 1is
Mentioned in an Article 1n
the Tahoe Newsletter
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https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/appeal.CathedralChurch.Repair.031224.FORM_.pdf
https://communique.cosolargy.org/steamboat-hot-springs-is-mentioned-in-an-article-in-the-tahoe-newsletter/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/steamboat-hot-springs-is-mentioned-in-an-article-in-the-tahoe-newsletter/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/steamboat-hot-springs-is-mentioned-in-an-article-in-the-tahoe-newsletter/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-REP-STEAMBOAT_LOGO.jpg

The Lake Tahoe This Week Newsletter has a Valentine’s Day
report on romantic places to go to for Valentine’s Day. They
mentioned our Steamboat Spa as a place to “indulge 1in
tranquility”. (Click here to read the article).

Steamboat does have a Valentine’'s Special this month. Here is
what it says.

Indulge in the enchanting embrace of our Love in Bloom
special, a curated experience designed to elevate your senses
and rejuvenate your connection.

Enjoy a day of self-love or enjoy as a pair.

This special includes:

» 90-minute Signature Massage with an Argan 0il Scalp
Massage, Hot Towels, and a Soothing Foot Massage

» 60-minute Private Mineral Bath with our Elixir of Love
Aromatherapy Blend

(Grapefruit, Bergamot, & Roman Chamomile)

 Free gift of R&R Retreat Grapefruit & Bergamot Bath &
Body Products

- Take home a sweet non-alcoholic Blush beverage &
Ghirardelli Milk Chocolate Hearts

A package valued at $230, for only $195 a person!

Available now through February 29th, 2024.

Contact the front desk at (775)853-6600 to reserve your spot
today!

Wishing you a month filled with love, relaxation, and
cherished moments.

We can’t wait to welcome you at Steamboat Hot Springs Healing
Center & Spa!

The International Community of Christ inherited Steamboat Hot
Springs in 1986 by gift deed and has been operating it ever
since as a health and wellness center. The history of
Steamboat Springs, Nevada is told in the book A Steamboat in
the Desert, written and compiled by Church member Reverend
Roger Bowen Weld in 1998.



https://laketahoethisweek.com/blog/unveiling-romance-lake-tahoe

You can read or download the book in PDF format here.

2024 Epiphany Eve Celebrated


https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Steamboat-in-the-Desert.Roger-Weld.1998-1.pdf
https://communique.cosolargy.org/2024-epiphany-eve-celebrated/




On the evening of January 5th, Epiphany Eve in the Second
Advent Calendar and the Twelfth Day of Christmas, resident
members of The Community, their families, and guests were
invited to the Rectory-Abbey by Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr. to
celebrate the holiday with dinner and a visit from Santa
Claus. The event was well attended by members of The Community
and guests. Some of the action was captured in photos by
attendees, and the Communique staff put together a gallery of
these photos for your enjoyment. To welcome guests to the
Rectory, Bishop Gene briefly addressed the company. (Please
see his remarks below.)

Everything is set for the start of the banquet.




The banquet is underway.
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Helena Savoy dressed for Epiphany Eve.




Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr. addresses the attendees.
Click here to read the Address.



https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Address.pdf

The children’s table




Douglas Savoy III




The Candles of Remembrance have been 1lit.




% CEpiphany Eve Wanquet
Jforty Second Annual Celebration
FJanuary 5, 2024

Program of Events

6:30 - Welcome  6:35 - Candle Lighting and Remembrance
6:55 - Grace Before Meals: “Grant Life Unto Me”
7:00 - Dinner
8:30 - A Visit from Santa Claus  9:00 - Exchange of Gifts

MHlenu

Bread & Salads
Mediterranean Olive Bread
Mixed Greens, Cherry Tomatoes and Red Onion
with a Sicilian Lemon White Balsamic Vinaigrette
Beets with Goat Cheese & Pistachios

Main Dishes & Sides

Amanda’s Chicken Cacciatore
Plant-based "Meatballs” (for vegetarians only, please)
Long & Whole Grain Wild Rice
Green Beans & Shitake Mushrooms

An Assortment of Desserts

Beverages

White & Red Wine
Coffee & Tea

International Community of Christ,
Church of the Second Advent
Rectory-Abbey 2025 La Fond Drive

Reno, Nevada A7
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2024 Epiphany Pannuches Meal
Rite Observed

The 158th Pannuches Meal Rite was held at the Rectory-Abbey on
January 6, 2024 (Epiphany Day) at 3 PM. The service was
officiated by the Right Reverend Father Gene Savoy, Jr. and
the Reverend Mother Elizabeth Reece. Several members of the
Reno congregation attended, including the entire Rectory-Abbey
household. Here are some photos from that event.


https://communique.cosolargy.org/2024-epiphany-pannuches-meal-rite-observed/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/2024-epiphany-pannuches-meal-rite-observed/
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Photos by Radheka Patel Savoy




The Roof 1s Raised at
Steamboat Hot Springs
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After enduring
record-setting snowfalls this past winter, the roof of
Steamboat Hot Springs Healing Center & Spa was in dire need of
repair. Leaks from the roof during snow melts and heavy rains
drove guests and therapists out of therapy and tub rooms, and
even the lobby, on a regular basis through the 2022-2023
Winter and Spring of 2023.

In May, the nonprofit facility began a campaign to raise money


https://communique.cosolargy.org/the-roof-is-raised-at-steamboat-hot-springs/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/the-roof-is-raised-at-steamboat-hot-springs/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-REP-STEAMBOAT_LOGO.jpg

to fund the repairs estimated at $150,000. The fundraising
program is ongoing. Now in December, unable to wait any longer
before the next winter weather rolls in, the Church stepped in
to subsidize the roof repair project until the fund-raising
campaign raises enough to cover the cost itself.

Bishop Gene Savoy, Jr. had this to say: “It was imperative
that after last year’s 100 year Winter that we replace the
roof on historic Steamboat Hot Springs, which the Church
Community has been very proud to operate and maintain for
almost 40 years. The Church has loaned the necessary funds to
Steamboat, and we are confident that we will recoup this
expense in 2024 from donations raised from the public. I want
to make very clear that we are not asking any Church members
to contribute to this project, as there will be other projects
in 2024 that we will be asking for assistance for.”



Scott Roofing, LLC of Reno, NV undertook the project. Work
began on Monday, November 27th and was completed on Monday,
December 22nd, 2023. Two roofs were replaced: the classroom
AKA the old carriage house building and the main spa and
treatment facility. The main roof is 8000 square feet, and the
classroom roof is 2000 square feet. Both roofs are IB Roof
Systems (50 mil PVC) and are warrantied for 15 years. The cost
for both roofs ultimately came $103,000, well under the
original estimate.

Here is a gallery of photos by Scott Roofing showing the
damage they are repairing.






At least four layers of old roofing had to be removed to get
to the original wooden structure, which dates to 1927 when the
older bathhouse was rebuilt after a fire destroyed it. In many
places the original wood itself needed to be replaced because
it had rotted out, being exposed to steam and hot water over
many decades.

Here are some photos showing the work in progress. These
photos were taken by Sonya Savoy.



Here is a photo showing the finished main roof.




The International Community of Christ inherited Steamboat in
1986 by gift deed and has been operating it ever since as a
health and wellness center. The history of Steamboat Springs,
Nevada is told in the book A Steamboat in the Desert, written
and complied by Church member Reverend Roger Bowen Weld in
1998.

You can read or download the book in PDF format here.

Annual Children’s Blessing


https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Steamboat-in-the-Desert.Roger-Weld.1998-1.pdf
https://communique.cosolargy.org/breakfast-and-annual-childrens-blesing-2023/

and Breakfast, 2023

After the Sunrise Divine Service on the morning of Sunday,
January 31, 2023 — the 7th day of Christmas of the Christmas-
Epiphany Sunrise Vigil —the Reno Community gathered at the End
Times Parsonage for breakfast and the annual Blessing of the
Children.

The Children’s Service was presided over by the Reverend
Noriko Roy with the assistance of Acolyte Sabrina Savoy. In a
short address, Reverend Roy reminded the youngsters that they
are the hope of The Church.

Reverend Roy extended to them The Community’s appreciation for
their devotion and faith in The Church and commended them into
God’s Hands so they may learn and understand further the
meaning of charity and truth in the Service of God.

Finally, on behalf of the Head Bishop and the clergy of the
Second Advent Church, she invoked God’s blessings upon all the
children and offered a special prayer for them.

Below is a selection of photos from that event.


https://communique.cosolargy.org/breakfast-and-annual-childrens-blesing-2023/

Preparing for the Blessing of the Children




Blessing of the Children conducted by Reverend Noriko Roy and
assisted by Sabrina Savoy




Blessing of the Children










Blessing of the Children

Click the image below to play a video of the event.

Second Advent Pentecost
Observation, June 6 2023


https://drive.google.com/file/d/13dKZQ0EsNjw1i-R33SEMA8aF6RFX4Ts0/view?usp=sharing
https://communique.cosolargy.org/second-advent-pentacost-observation-june-6-2023/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/second-advent-pentacost-observation-june-6-2023/

Second Advent Pentecost (June 6, 2023)

On Sunday, June 6, 2023, the Second Advent Pentecost Sunrise
Divine Service planned at the Church of New Pentecost was
moved to the End Times Parsonage due to rain. Breakfast was
served at the parsonage, after which very special ordinations
were held for new members of the orders of Patriarchs and
Matriarchs (click here to read the post on the ordinations).
Details and photos of the ordinations can be found in a
separate article.

Pentecost in the Second Advent Church signifies that God has
bestowed His Divine Presence upon The Community in Sanctuary —
The Image and The Word that nurture the spirit and Soul with
Life and Wisdom. The old First Dispensation Christian
celebration commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon
the Disciples seven weeks after the resurrection of Jesus. In
the old Hebrew calendar, Pentecost — Shavuot or the Festival
of Weeks — commemorated the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai.
For the Essaei Community, the Festival of Weeks was the time
to renew one’s vows and to review one’s place in the Order. In
the Second Advent, New Laws were revealed at the Temple Mount
for a New Age under God at the Second Coming. And this is the


https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/2011-CAL-Pentecostdawn100_1148.jpg
https://communique.cosolargy.org/bishop-savoy-ordains-patriarchs-and-matriarchs/

purpose of celebrating the date of June 6th in the Sacred
Calendar of The Community.
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Second Advent Pentecost
Observation, June 6, 2022

Second Advent Pentecost (June 6, 2022)

On June 5, 2022, Second Advent Pentecost eve was observed with
a banquet, followed by a celebration of Communion and Sunrise
Divine Service at the Cathedral Church of the Americas at the
Red Rock Consecrated Sanctuary on June 6th.

Pentecost in the Second Advent Church signifies that God has
bestowed His Divine Presence upon The Community in Sanctuary —
The Image and The Word that nurture the spirit and Soul with
Life and Wisdom. The old First Dispensation Christian
celebration commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon
the Disciples seven weeks after the resurrection of Jesus. In


https://communique.cosolargy.org/second-advent-pentacost-observation-june-6-2022/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/second-advent-pentacost-observation-june-6-2022/
https://communique.cosolargy.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/2011-CAL-Pentecostdawn100_1148.jpg

the old Hebrew calendar, Pentecost — Shavuot or the Festival
of Weeks — commemorated the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai.
For the Essaei Community, the Festival of Weeks was the time
to renew one’s vows and to review one’s place in the Order. In
the Second Advent, New Laws were revealed at the Temple Mount
for a New Age under God at the Second Coming. And this 1is the
purpose of celebrating the date of June 6th in the Sacred
Calendar of The Community.

PENTECOST EVE BANQUET WELCOME

Sunday, June 5, 2022

Rectory-Abbey (Bishopstead)

Delivered by the Right Reverend Gene Savoy, Jr.

“Hello everybody, and welcome to the Rectory Abbey. This 1is
the first time that we ever had a banquet gathering the
evening prior to Pentecost. Most of you in the room know that
according to our calendar, that we observe different days
than the traditional churches. And because we are on a solar
calendar, those days are fixed. So Pentecost is always on
June 6th, no matter whether it is a Sunday or Monday. It’s
always a fixed day, and there are reasons that under the
solar calendar that days are fixed because they align with
certain days of special blessing and great meaning.

“So we are doing this event for the first time, and we will
now be doing it on an annual basis. So this is something new,
and we have invited those of you who are members of our
Community to join in this very special time of the year. We
always gather around the Christmas-Epiphany Season, but this
time of Pentecost is also very special because it falls 50
days from Second Advent Easter. And we can read from the
books, and those of you who are new to this Community will be
receiving the books so that you can better understand the



very auspicious events that we observe, as well as the
important messages that have been delivered on Easter and
Pentecost at the Sanctuary. So we know from the old Jewish
calendar that Pentecost comes from the Weeks of the Feast of
the First Fruits, and this was incorporated by the first
Christians under Jesus. However, we have done something new
and profound in our very small Community.

“We know that the Essenes divided their year in the solar
calendar. They divided their year into periods of seven
weeks. This is an Essene concept, and thus we have Pentecost.
The traditional churches neither understand nor recognize the
true nature of Jesus Christ; the true universality of his
message — which went far beyond Judaism — and who he actually
was. In our Community, we are universal because we have the
sun of our solar system and we also have the Sun of
Righteousness. This is manifesting and forthcoming from the
Worlds of Light, which has impregnated every star in the
third dimension — not just stars in our sky and our sun.
Every sun in the physical universe 1s being infused with
Divine Power. But why 1is this? Why do we care? We care
because what we call God — you can use whatever term you like
— we use the term God — God as Divine Light, God as Divine
Presence — wishes the return of His Creation to its Original
State, which was that of Light. The entire third — all of the
dimensions that we read about in Cosolargy — are either
aberrations or subsets of the True State.

“This is something that everyone in the world can participate
in. It 1is not restricted to nations; not restricted to any
one people. It’s not reserved for a particular religion. So
what we are doing in this Community, although we are very
small, 1is very important. So we have come together this
evening to renew our fellowship and to understand that there
is a New Covenant that has been created from Above for those
we call the Elect.

“We sometimes refer to them as the Preordained. These people



— the Elect, the Preordained — are going to come from various
nations, from various religions, from various cultures, who
at one point in time had their roots in a solar teaching.
That includes Christianity, parts of Japan, parts of Europe
and Africa, and wherever — Mexico and Peru; Polynesia. There
were roots that people had in solar traditions, and they’re
all gone. The only people on the planet who continue a solar
tradition are we — no one else 1is continuing a solar
tradition on this land or anywhere else in the world — no
one. People can go out and sun gaze. They can claim all kinds
of things, but no one 1is doing what we are doing on our
Community. They don’t understand the things we receive. No
one. I am trying to explain why we are here. I could keep
going on and on and on.

“The format for this evening is a little bit different than
Epiphany. Epiphany is very festive. It’s the holiday season,
and we also come together, we like to do fun things for the
children. It’s not so much about the children, but it’s that
they represent our future. These children that we have here
are being trained to replace us in some point in time. That
1s a very important thing, and I cannot stress how important
what we are doing is. And so we are going to sing grace,
“Grant Life Unto Me.” We are going to allow you all to enter
the dining room. There are no servers tonight. This 1is not
like Epiphany. You may get up and go get whatever you want.
After we eat, I will give another message and there will be a
reading at the conclusion of the evening, but that is really
why we are gathering here. A lot of you know about our
Pannuches meal every seven weeks. At some point in the
future, I don’t know when, this type of gathering should
really be what we do every seven weeks, but we are not
prepared to do something like that at this time. I remember
when we did it in this house — we used to have all night
vigils, and there would be a meal, and my father would read;
various members of the Community would read. We were up all
night until the sunrise. That we are not ready for. Plus we



were all a lot younger then. Please feel free to converse
with your fellow Brothers and Sisters in Light this evening —
the Community members — and ask any questions you may have.
We will now have the grace.”

Following the meal, the Reverend Amanda Buchanan read from the
Book of God’s Revelation (pp 95-103) on the Seventh Message
received by the Right Reverend Gene Savoy, Sr. as the Eighth
Church — the True Church — being the Second Advent Church.
Later, the Reverend Canon Robert Petrovich delivered a talk on
the legacy of the Essenes related to the holiday of Pentecost.

PENTECOST AND THE LEGACY OF THE ESSENES
Delivered by the Reverend Canon Robert Petrovich

“I have been asked to say a few words about the holiday of
Pentecost in relation to the legacy we have received from the
Essenes, who gave us this holiday.

“What I have to say today on the date of Pentecost is a part
of a wider discussion on the legacy of the Essenes which I
will present at our Convocation and seminar this September.
What I have for you today are some notes I put together this
afternoon from my reading to clarify the continuity of the
work and he Community that we are part of today.

“The date of Pentecost was known as a holy day before the
Essenes took on an existence separate from the rest of the
Hebrew people as a recognized holy order of True Israel.

“That legacy began even before Moses. It goes back to the
time of Noah, as recorded in the Book of Jubilees, which
claims to be the words received by Moses on Mount Sinai in
the first year of the Exodus of the children of Israel out of
Egypt, in the third month, on the sixteenth day of the month.



That date corresponds 1in the calendar to the day of
Pentecost, the date of renewal of the Covenant.

“The opening words of the Book describes itself as ‘the
history of the division of the days of the law and of the
testimony, of the events of the years, of their weeks, of
their Jubilees throughout all the years of the world, as the
Lord spake to Moses on Mount Sinai when he went up to receive
the tables of the law and of the commandment, according to
the voice of God as he said unto him, “Go up to the top of
the Mount.”*’

“Jubilees was widely used among the Essenes. Sixteen copies
of the Book in Hebrew were found among the scrolls at Qumran.
The book contains, among many other things, a description of
the sacred solar calendar used by the Essenes, and
calendrical holy days. One of those dates is what we now know
as Pentecost. On that date it is said that Noah received his
Covenant with God, and the seven laws that were given to Noah
for all humanity to follow. And that Covenant was sealed,
after the flood, with the sign of a rainbow.

“In the sixth chapter of Jubilees, it says:

‘God gave to Noah and his sons a sign that there should not
again be a flood on the earth. He set His bow in the cloud
for a sign of the eternal covenant that there should not
again be a flood on the earth to destroy it all the days of
the earth. For this reason it is ordained and written on the
heavenly tablets, that they should celebrate the “Feast of
Weeks” in this month once a year, to renew the covenant every
year. And this whole festival was celebrated in heaven from
the day of creation till the days of Noah and on to the time
of Moses.’

“God then tells Moses to command the children of Yisrael to
observe this festival in all their generations for one day 1in
the year in this month. For it is the ‘Feast of Weeks’ and



the ‘Feast of First Fruits.'”
“Now a few notes.

“The liturgical calendar of the community, which is attested
also in the Temple Scroll, divided the year into seven fifty-
day periods — hence the name pentecontad calendar — each
marked by a festival. A similar system is mentioned by Philo
in connection with the Therapeutae in his book, ‘On the
Contemplative Life’. One of the festivals Philo mentions, the
Feast of the New Wheat, coincided with the Feast of Weeks and
was for the Essenes/Therapeutae also the principal holy day
of the year, that of the Renewal of the Covenant.

“An outline of the ceremony performed on this holy day, with
its blessings and curses, 1s preserved in the Community Rule.
The members of the Order assembled for the service 1in
hierarchical order: the priests first, ranked in order of
status, after them the Levites, and lastly ‘all the people
one after another in their Thousands, Hundreds, Fifties and
Tens, that every Israelite may know his place in the
Community of God according to the everlasting design’.
Blessing God, the priests recite his acts of loving-kindness
to Israel and the Levites recall Israel’s rebellions against
him. This recognition of guilt 1is followed by an act of
public repentance.

“Both the celibate branch of the Essenes and the branch that
married and had families were led in this assembly by
Zadokite priests according to the Damascus Document and the
Messianic Community Rule. Both groups convened yearly to
review the order of precedence of their members after an
inquiry into the conduct of each during the previous twelve
months. In both cases, initiation into the order is preceded
by entry into the Covenant, sworn by oath. Also present are
new initiates. A passage of the Damascus Document outlines
the procedure for the ‘assembly of all the camps’ and
prescribes that the members were to be ‘inscribed by name’ in



hierarchical rank. This clause corresponds exactly to the
statute in the Community Rule ordaining a yearly ranking of
the members of the community, with a solemn ritual for the
Renewal of the Covenant.

“The Community Rule refers to this covenant renewal ceremony
in a way that suggests the presence of women and children.
The Rule explicitly states that ‘little children and women’
are within the congregation who hear the law, assembled ‘in
thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens’ under the authority of
various chiefs.

“In the Community Rule, the inclusivity of the covenant
renewal ceremony, intended for all Israel, extends out to the
Two Spirits treatise, in which all humanity is considered. It
1s stated that the rewards for those who follow light rather
than darkness are for those who keep the covenant. The Two
Spirits Treatise frames the entire covenant renewal ceremony.
The Exhortation in that treatise 1is intended for delivery on
this occasion to both married and celibate members of the
sect; and its theme 1is perseverance in the Covenant. This
instruction described in this treatise is to be delivered by
the principal superior, the teacher and administrator of both
branches, known by the title of mebaqqer, the master or
overseer, who instructs all the sons and daughters of Light.

“Under Jesus, the Holy Spirit was renewed. And it was renewed
again at Pentecost, fifty days after the day marking his
spiritual resurrection, when the manifesting Image and Word
was declared, not in human speech but in the language of
Spirit incarnating in those renewed Souls gathered under the
spiritual Sun. After that, for a second time, the Holy Spirit
departed the land and its people. However, in accordance with
the prophecy of Jesus, God’s Light would shine forth in the
Advent of His Final Appearance in greater magnitude than it
had before.

“That is occurring now in our time.



“Forty years ago, on April 18th, 1982, Rev. Gene received
Revelations on the seven mounts of metal in the north
Sanctuary. For the following forty days, he saw visions which
no book could contain and no writing could describe that
revealed the hidden meaning of the Revelation of John and
showed to him and explained the visions of former prophets.
He came to understand that the whole history of the Second
Advent Church, as The Man had lived it, was contained in the
former revelations.

“And on the fortieth day of these visions, The Word revealed
to The Man that ten days later, at Pentecost, he was to go to
the Temple Mount at the South Sanctuary and there await God’s
Revelation from the rising of the sun to high noon. That
event took place on June 6th, 1982, forty years ago tomorrow.

“Many of us here will still remember that day, because we
were there, on that Sunday, waiting at the foot of the Temple
Mount, where, on the top of the mountain, Rev. Gene waited to
receive the promised revelations at noon on that day. What
was revealed to him is written in the second book of The Book
of God’s Revelation, which provides the readings we are
hearing this evening.”






