Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve
Service

The 24™ annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve Service was held
Wednesday November 25, 2009, at Sparks United Methodist
Church. This worship service of prayers, readings, and music
from a variety of faith traditions permitted individual faith
leaders to express praise and thanks in the manner of their
own traditions in company with all others in attendance.
Bishop Gene Savoy Jr., president of the Nevada Clergy
Association and chairman of the planning committee, was
instrumental in organizing the event, which has become a
cornerstone of interfaith relations in the Reno/Sparks area.
Representing the International Community of Christ, Bishop
Savoy delivered the benediction and the Reverend Dr. Bill
Bartlett recited a Buddhist prayer. The Reverends Gary and
Amanda Buchanan and the Reverend Deacon Stephan Fuelling,
representing the Jamilian Handbell Choir, assisted the
Shepherd’s Bells of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
in performing the Call to Worship. Other recitations were
delivered from the Protestant, Catholic, Eastern Orthodox,
Hindu, Jewish, Baha’'i, and Native American traditions. Choir
selections were performed by the Reno Stake of Latter-Day
Saints, Trinity Episcopal, and the Reno Buddhist Church. Dr.
Clair Earl, outgoing president of the Reno Stake of LDS,
delivered the keynote address. Monetary contributions
collected were given to Family Promise, and food donations
were given to help feed the hungry. Three hundred people were
in attendance.
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Religion and the Paranormal

In a special two-hour class held at Truckee Meadows Community
College, the Reverend Gary Robert Buchanan of the
International Community of Christ represented Christianity in
a many-sided discussion of the topic “Religion and the
Paranormal.” Other religions represented were Hinduism,
Judaism, and Spiritualism. Before a general panel discussion,
each representative was given ten minutes to speak on the
topic from his or her perspective. Much of the discussion
centered around reincarnation, daemons, channeling, and
spiritual healing.

Faith Leaders Meeting
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A meeting of Northern Nevada faith leaders was held August 28,
2009, at Joe Crowley Student Union on the University of
Nevada-Reno campus, hosted by U.S. Senate majority leader
Harry Reid (D-NV). The purpose of this roundtable discussion
among Northern Nevada interfaith leaders was to discuss the
importance of faith in Nevada, as well as the role of clergy
and religious organizations in working to address issues of
mutual concern. The meeting was a prelude to a larger faith
summit that the senator hopes to hold in November. Rt. Rev.
Gene Savoy assisted Reid’s staff in organizing the meeting,
through the budding Nevada Clergy Association, and at the
meeting served to introduce Reid to the assembly of religious
leaders, almost seventy in all, and to moderate and close the
meeting. In the future, Savoy will be working with Reid’s
staff to put together the larger and more comprehensive faith
summit in November.

Food Bank Breakfast
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The breakfast meeting on October 19, 2009, sponsored by Food
Bank of Northern Nevada in conjunction with Feeding America
brought together 1local faith leaders to commemorate
International World Food Day. Representing the International
Community of Christ was the Reverend Canon Robert Petrovich.
Local Food Bank officials spoke at the meeting and introduced
speakers from the local community to discuss their experiences
in this area. Among these were Lori Anderson, an elementary
school principal from Sun Valley, who gave examples of how the
Food Bank program works at her school, where
94-99{1fa2ef75e2e78439128d99df03acfeld8ee3047374abe3d4676fe347
0ff8b909} of the students are enrolled in both the Food Bank
program and a federal program to provide them with all their
primary meals. Local elected officials described the situation
of need throughout Washoe County, where about 100,000 people
per year now receive assistance from Food Bank. Food Bank
officials noted that about
60{1fa2ef75e2e78439128d99df03acfeld8ee3047374abe3d4676fe3470ff
8b909} of the aid provided by Food Bank is provided by faith-
based groups.

Friendship Dinner
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The 6" Annual Dialogue and Friendship Dinner, held at the
downtown Reno Ballroom, was attended by the Right Reverend
Gene Savoy Jr. Hosted by the Sierra Foundation, founded 1in
2004 by the Turkish-American Community of Northern Nevada, the
annual dinner reinforces friendship and dialogue between
diverse communities and emphasizes the values of mutual
respect, understanding, love, and peace. The Sierra Foundation
promotes harmony within diversity among he world’s cultures.
Bishop Savoy was invited to speak at the 2007 dinner and
visited Turkey in 2006 at the invitation of the Sierra
Foundation.

Swami Vedananda Lectures on
Vedic Scriptures

On the evening of Friday April 20, Swami Vedananda from
California presented a talk about the wisdom of the ancient
Sanskrit scriptures the Upanishads and the Bhagavad-Gita at
the Vajra Temple in Reno.

Head Bishop Attends Lecture
on Jihad

The Right Reverend Gene Savoy Jr. attended a lecture at the
University of Nevada on Saturday April 20, titled “Jihad:
Between Myth and Truth.”
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Hindu Baccalaureate Service
at UNR

A Hindu baccalaureate service was held at the University of
Nevada—Reno in the Joe Crowley Student Union on Saturday April
11. Attending on behalf of The Second Advent Church were the
Right Reverends Gene Savoy Jr. and Robert Petrovich and the
Reverend Deacon Francine Petrovich. Bishop Savoy also
participated in the planning of the event.

Head Bishop Gives Invocation
at Awards Gala

Bishop Gene Savoy Jr. attended the Cultural Image Awards gala
at the Peppermill Resort and Casino in Reno.

Head Bishop Visits Ashram

Head bishop Gene Savoy Jr. visited the Sivananda Ashram Yoga
Farm in Grass Valley, California, with Nevada Clergy
Association members.
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